
 

 

Kia ora Parents and Whanau  
Our kapa haka group performed exceptionally well at the cultural festival at Mangakahia Area School on Thursday 15 November.  
There was a great turn out of family and whanau to support them.  Congratulations to all of them and to Matua Shane and Miss 
Brooke Hepi for training them. 
Well done to the Y5 students that participated in the TIMSS, Trends in International Mathematics and Science Study testing last week.  
It was a big day for them – just like high school testing but they coped well.  Next week we are hoping for some sunshine after the re-
cent unsettled weather as there are further athletics days being held. 
We would like to welcome the following new pupil and his family to our school:  Isaac Ruddell. 

Kapa Haka Roopu 

The group wore their new uniforms for the first time at the recent 
culture festival and looked really smart with the new dresses and 
piupiu, with new tatua embroidered by members of our school 
community.  There was huge support for their performance, 
which they can be very proud of. 
Thank you to the whanau that helped get the new uniforms ready, 
especially Kim Neumann and Louisa Neumann for their organisa-
tion and sewing skills. 

Asthma Education Programme 

On Monday we had a visiting team from the Asthma Foundation 
perform a musical and information programme about asthma – 
including what it is and how to look after yourself and others who 
have it.  Students enjoyed the performance and we hope gained 
some knowledge around asthma.  This was especially important as 
we have a large number of students with asthma at the school.   

Y7/8 WPSSA Sports 

Yesterday we had a team of students representing our area at the 
Y7/8 interschool athletic sports at Kensington Park athletic stadi-
um.  It is a tough competition and they did their best to perform 
with efforts they can be proud of. 

Y3/4 Reotahi Trip 

Our Y3/4 classes visited the Reotahi Marine Reserve yesterday to 
learn how to snorkel and see the different sea life in the reserve.  
They had a huge team of parents assisting with the snorkelling 
which meant everyone had the best opportunity in the water.  
Gear was provided by the Experiencing Marine Reserves organisa-
tion.  Thank you to everyone that went along and participated in 
the snorkelling – we hope you enjoyed the day also. 

Swimming 

Classes will begin swimming next Monday 3 December with most 
classes swimming 4 times per week. The pool will be heated to 
25ºC until the end of the year so children do not get cold.  Stu-
dents will need to bring their swimming togs, towel and cap (all 
named and in a bag please) every day.  The pool is open at 
lunchtime, so if they are not swimming in class they can at 
lunchtime.  Goggles may be worn but please name these (black 
felt on straps is good). Being confident in the water is an essential 
skill in New Zealand and the earlier this happens the safer children 
are around water.  Confidence comes from time in the pool so it is 
important that they take every opportunity to learn to swim.  If 
your child is not able to swim please send a note for their teacher.  
Teachers are trained to teach swimming and will group students 
or work with them at their level. 

Community Use of the Pool 

Our Board of Trustees does open the pool for community use dur-
ing the summer and we know this is appreciated.  However health 
and safety regulations make this harder and place greater risk on 

the school, so it is really important that we meet the regulations 
and families abide by the agreement they sign around safety.  
Regular daily monitoring of the pool water and treatment is re-
quired.  This needs to happen even when Allan Frost our caretaker 
is on holiday and during some weekends.   
The cost for a key is $50 for the season for those that have paid 
their school donation. Keys are available from Wednesday 5 De-
cember but they need to be signed for by an adult. The pool isn’t 
available for use by the community until 19 December when 
school finishes. 

School Organisation 2019 

Our school staffing and organisation is similar to this year with 
only a couple of staff changes. Ms Brooke Hepi is leaving at the 
end of the year to move to Auckland. Brooke started with us as a 
beginning teacher and has led our kapa haka development during 
her time with us. Mrs Kim Neumann has been appointed to the 
teaching staff from 2019 and will assist with kapa haka also. Kim 
has just completed her training, including her last practicum in R2 
in term 3.  Our classroom organisation is: 
NE/Y1   R12 Mr Daniel Cotton    
Y1/2  R3 Mrs Charlene Cliff 
Y1/2  R10 Mrs Sherilyn Bennett 
Y1/2  R11 Ms Esme Lescher 
Y3/4  R1 Mrs Carolyn Goodson/Ms Judy Plain    
Y3/4  R4 Mr Scott Martin 
Y3/4  R5 Ms Tina Hodgson 
Y5/6  R2 Mrs Jodi Sparks 
Y5/6  R6 Mrs Kim Neumann 
Y5/6  R9 Mr Dan Tissink 
Y7/8  R7 Mr Yaron Overeem/Mrs Nicky Taylor 
Y7/8  R8 Ms Jen Caddick 
Carolyn Goodison and Yaron Overeem continue as DP in the junior 
and senior schools, with Daniel Cotton leading the Y1/2 team.   
Part time staff:   Mrs Judy Jenkins, Mrs Suzanne Atkins, Mr Mike 
Eagles, Mrs Lesley Marshall, Mrs Anne-Maree Adams and Mrs 
Sarah Cullen. 
Admin, Caretaker, After School Care & Support staff:  Mr Allan 
Frost, Mrs Kaye Frost, Mrs Debbie Godfrey, Mrs Carol Head, Mrs 
Leanne Kemp, Mrs Frances Nops, Mrs Marion Radich, Mrs Cassie 
McDougall, Mrs Lorraine Perry, Mrs Nicole Robertson and Mrs 
Paula Yorke. 
Mrs Jo King is also leaving her role as teacher aide at the end of 
the year. 

New Entrant Visits for Students Starting in 2019 

Mrs Anne-Maree Adams in R13 has notified parents with children 
starting at the beginning of next year about a half day visit on 
Thursday 13 December. If you have not been contacted, please 
phone the school office.  Those starting during T1 will be contact-
ed at the beginning of next year by Mr Daniel Cotton. 
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School T-Shirts/Uniforms & School Books, Readers etc 

Please return all school t-shirts and uniforms that have been used 
for interschool activities.  There are still some netball uniforms out 
and sports uniforms.  If they have a number on them they belong 
to the school, so check the label, thanks. 
While you are hunting through drawers, under beds etc please 
return any school resources you find. All library books need to be 
returned by next Friday 7th.  Readers will finish coming home at 
the end of next week too.  We would appreciate these being re-
turned so they can be filed. 

Y7/8 Uniforms 

The compulsory senior school uniform for 2019 remains as follows:  
compulsory plain longer black Schooltex shorts (Unisex Drill, Knit, 
Summer and Sport Shorts) along with our School Logo Schooltex t-
shirts, polo shirts and polar fleeces.  Prices for the shorts range 
from $15-$40 while the top prices are as listed below:  
 Maungatapere T/Shirt  $19.50-$23.50 
 Maungatapere Polo Shirts  $38.00 
 Maungatapere Polar Fleece Jackets    $45.00-$54.00 
The shorts and tops are available instore at The Warehouse and 
online through their website.  While the shorts are not branded 
with the school logo, only the black mid-thigh Schooltex shorts are 
acceptable.  During winter plain black long pants, track pants or 
plain black jeans can be worn.  Black or white long sleeved t-shirts 
or thermals can be worn under the t-shirt or polo shirt. 
If you have old but good condition uniforms you would like to sell 
or donate or if you are interested in second hand t-shirts, tops or 
jackets for next year please let the school office know. 
T-shirts, polo shirts and polar fleece jackets are available in smaller 
sizes also and students are welcome to wear the uniform at any 
level of the school. 

End of Year Information and Activities  

School Council Wheels Day:  This will be on Friday 7 December 
weather permitting.  Students are able to bring bikes, tricycles, 
scooters, skates and skate boards and need to remember their safety gear. 
Y8 Graduation Dinner:  A notice was sent home with Y8 students 
early last week which outlined the evening and cost for dinner. 
Please return the attendance slip with payment, or pay online to 
the school account - 12-3099-0836089-00, by Monday 3 December. 
Whole School Disco: This is on Thursday 13 December from 6.00-
7.30pm. There is a $2 entry fee and the PTA will be selling food and 
drink – sausages, pizza, iceblocks.  The theme this year is ‘sports’. 
Prize Giving: Wednesday 19 December at 10am, on the school 
field, weather permitting.  School finishes at the end of prize giving 
at around 11.15am, so children need to be collected at that time.  
There are no end of school buses or after school care on that day. 

Summer Reading Programme 

Tips and quotes to help avoid reading gains being lost over the holidays. 

 Give books or word games for presents and 
encourage family members to do the same 

 Encourage children to write Christmas cards, 
postcards, a journal/diary or write about pho-
tos from trips. 

 Take old books to second hand shop and buy others from there. 
Congratulations 

 To Jimi Whitehead and Casey and Dillon Worsfold who all re-
ceived honours in Speech New Zealand, Theatre in Action Exami-
nation, Grade 1. 

 To Paige Karl who achieved her Junior Black Belt recently in Eu-
reka Taekwondo.  

 To past pupil Caleb Newman who has achieved Senior Black Belt 
for Taekwondo. 

School Awards 
Congratulations to the following pupils: 

 Rylan Crompton R10 - For the work he has done in his reading. 
You can do it! 

 Charlotte Barnes-Penklis R6 - For having a positive attitude to-
wards her learning and putting in extra effort this term. 

 Connor O’Neill R7- For a positive attitude to work and working 
cooperatively. 

 Lexie Jameson R12 - Her awesome attitude towards her learn-
ing is outstanding. 

 Leyton Hodgson R2- For having a positive attitude towards all 
his learning. 

 Evie Anson R11 - Wow, for taking risks and trying new things! Ka pai. 

--------------------------------------------------------- 

Reminders 

Carpark Safety:  A reminder to ensure students moving through 
the carpark to cars are doing so safely and not going behind cars.  
Please use the footpaths along each side as much as possible to get 
to cars as we do not want any students being hit. 
Spud Growing Competition:  A notice will be going home shortly 
regarding judging day. 
BOT Meeting:  Our next board meeting will be Wednesday 12 
December 7pm. 
School Photos: These were sent home earlier this week.  

--------------------------------------------------------- 

Key Dates/Coming Events - Term 4 
Wed 5 Dec - WPSSA Y4-6 Athletics 
Thur 6 - Athletics Y0-3 
Fri 7 - Wheels Day 
Mon 10 - Fri 14 - Classes Trip Week 
Wed 12 - Y7/8 Fun day & Y5/6 Fun  day 
 - BOT Meeting 7pm 
Thur 13 - Rm 3 & 12 Fun day 
 - School Disco 6-7.30pm 
Fri 14 -  Rm 10/11 & Rm 13 Fun day 
 - Y8 Graduation Dinner 
Tues 18 - 2019 Class Swap  /  Portfolios home 
Wed 19 Dec - Prizegiving / Early Closing/ End of Term 

********************************** 
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Make it Happen! 

Hi this is my character. Her name is Bella. Her 

dress is creamy yellow she wears bare feet and 

her hair is shiny chestnut brown. Her crown has 

tigers eye crystal. She has a magical glove so 

she can teleport whenever she wants. She has 

pretty brown eyes and bright pale skin. Her 

glove can also call her pet unicorn. It’s name is 

Maddy. She is pink. She has purple eyes and rain-

bow hair. She has light blue hooves and a spark-

ly blue and aqua horn. Maddy is a playful unicorn.

         By Emily Bell 

This is a story about two T-Rexs 

and a little boy called Jake 

George. Jake is riding the T-Rex. 

It is fun. The T-Rex has sharp 

teeth and sharp claws. The baby 

has the same too. The T-Rex’s 

name is Zak George. The end.   

By Jake George. 

My dog is black. He is a 

nice dog. He sleeps on 

the deck or he sleeps in 

my bedroom. He barks at 

other dogs. He loves 

children.    

By Rylan Compton 




