
 

 

Kia ora Parents and Whanau  

Welcome to Term 4 and our lead up to Agriculture on Saturday 27 October.  Term 4 is always a busy term with school events, athletics 
and end of year activities so please check the school calendar and make a note of the dates we have set on your calendar.  We hope 
everyone enjoyed the mostly fine weather during the term break along with some quality family time. 

Welcome back to Mrs Jodi Sparks and Mr Yaron Overeem returning to R2 & R7.  Welcome back also to Mr Allan Frost our caretaker 
who has returned to full time work – we are pleased to see him back especially with Ag Day and athletics this term! 

Welcome to the following new pupils and their families: Reeve Cairns-Cowan, Niki Kelly, Caira Tonner, Lori Presland, Taylor Parker, 
Logan Jones and Asher McGrath. 

Agriculture Day  
Information is coming home regularly relating to our organisation 
for Ag Day and the events/activities involved.  We appreciate the 
support from families and whanau to enable our students to par-
ticipate, especially if they are rearing an animal.  It provides spe-
cial memories for the future as well as opportunities for our stu-
dents to develop some great life skills – an experience not availa-
ble in urban schools. The day is part of our school year so if your 
children are not attending please let their teachers know, as they 
are marked present or absent as normal.  Our focus is on the stu-
dents and their achievements raising their animals or growing 
their gardens or creating something, it is not about raising funds 
for the school.  Our organisers work hard to make it happen as 
smoothly as possible and do a great job.  

Arrival and registration starts at 9am with judging starting at 
9.30am.  We have lots of lambs this year as there are no calves 
coming to school.  There will be free fun activities available for the 
students and parents from mid-morning and displays both inside 
and outside the classrooms.  

Dads/granddads get your baking aprons on and enter into one of 
the cake contests.  Bring your family and support your children. 

Shake Out Challenge 

Students have received information about responding to earth-
quakes and tsunamis with a challenge to prepare families for 
these events should they happen.  There are prizes for students 
who return their form to say they have completed the challenges 
and had it signed by a parent.  The school will be practising an 
earth quake drill and lock down drill on Thursday afternoon as 
part of this.  

While we are a low risk area for both earthquakes and tsunami, 
there are many areas of our country that are high risk and it is 
good to be prepared. 

Maungatapere War Memorial Church Opening 

Some of our school will be involved in the official reopening of the 
church on Sunday 11 November at 11am (Armistice Day).  The 
kapa haka group has been asked to perform and other students 
will be involved.  This is a community event celebrating the great 
job the Mangakahia Lions have done restoring the church, so put 
it in your diary. 

Environmental School Activities 

R4 and R9 had an excellent planting session at the Hailes’ farm 
after postponing the first attempt due to the weather.  

R1 and R6 are returning to carry out further planting on the Booth 
farm on Thursday 1 November and have brought a notice home 
this week. If you are able to help on the day, please make sure 
you return your notice. 

After School Care Programme 

Our ASC programme is very well used by our school community 
and on some days we have well over 70 children and increasing.  
Wednesday and Thursday are particularly busy. 

Please notify the school if you are not going to use the pro-
gramme or are picking up your children about 3pm or just after.  
Children can wait on the junior playground if you are picking them 
up a little later rather than putting them into ASC.  We are also 
looking for more people to help with supervision, so if you are 
interested or know someone that may be interested, please let 
the school office or Kaye Frost at ASC know. 

School Carpark 

We are fortunate to have a carpark for parents – most schools do 
not and have to use the road frontage.  While we know it is not 
adequate and has safety issues with the corner and the heavy 
trucks, we need to use common sense and make it as safe as we 
can.  Please do not park on the grass verge between the entry and 
exit as this limits visibility for those trying to exit.  Parking on the 
verge in front of the school is fine as long as you are not over the 
footpath.  If you are collecting your children at 2.50pm please take 
them and go, to create spaces for other parents coming in.  You 
can collect your children a little later – 3pm as by this time the 
carpark is usually much clearer. Parking on Corsair Drive and using 
the footpath is also a safe alternative. 

The Board of Trustees are working with the Ministry of Education 
to try to determine a solution, however any solution is going to 
cost in the region of $300,000-$500,000. 

On a more positive note: our new rooms are completed and the 
grounds restored.  We now just have to wait for the grass to grow 
in several areas.  We also had our water pipe replaced over the 
term break and this needs to re-grass as well. 

PTA News 

Movie Night - Thank you to our school PTA team for organising 
movie night on Friday 21 September.  There was a good turnout. 
The quiz competition was a great idea that involved everyone 
meeting other families in a positive fun way.   

Helping Your Child To Read/PTA Meeting  -  The next PTA 
meeting on Monday 5 November will begin with a talk from Judy 
Jenkins, our reading recovery teacher, who will be sharing ideas 
on how to support your children and their reading at home.  Ju-
dy’s talk will begin at 7pm then the PTA meeting will follow at 
7.30pm.  This will be held in the staffroom as usual.  Put it in your 
diary! 

School Photos 

School photo order envelopes were sent home on Monday.  Or-
ders need to be in by 6 November and can be made by returning 
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the envelope to School with cash or cheque (made out to School 
Memories) or online orders and payment can be made via 
www.schoolmemories.co.nz. The Shoot Key required for online 
ordering is on your order envelope or contact the school office.  

Reminders 

Sun Safe Policy:  To help protect from sun damage students are 
required to wear a sun hat or cap at playtime and lunchtime and 
during outdoor activities this term.  If they do not have a hat they 
will have to stay under the covered area by the hall. Please make 
sure hats are named so they can be easily returned. 

There is suntan lotion available in classrooms for students but we 
do recommend students apply this before coming to school also.   

Bible in Schools Programme:  This finished at the end of last term 
for all classes.  School programmes will begin at 8.50am as normal 
from now on.  

Out of Zone Enrolments:  Enrolments for out of zone pupils closed 
17 October. Families will be notified by 26 October if their enrol-
ment has been accepted for 2019. 

Summer Reading Programme 

Away from school over the summer holidays 
many children spend less time reading. This can 
result in a loss of some of their year’s reading 
gains. As teachers we are very aware of this and it is known as the 
“summer slide”. It can take months of schooling in the new year for 
some children to reach their  pre-summer holiday reading levels.  

There are many reasons why children don’t read over the holidays 
and they include: 

 Lack of access to books 

 No opportunity to practise reading 

 Having no reading role models 

 No one encouraging/supporting them to read 
To help children avoid this summer slide we will be giving tips in the 
newsletters this term. 

------------------------------------------------------- 

Congratulations 

 To Dillon Worsfold who got 98% in Grade 1 Rock and Pop drums 
exam, one of the highest marks for his grade with Distinction. 

 To Asha Rose Horan for achievements at the Gymsports National 
Champs over the holidays. 1st Individual Aerobics Level 4, 1st  
Pairs with partner Annabel and 1st Aerodance Group ages 9 - 14. 

 To Ellie McRae who was also in the winning Aerodance Group 
and came 2nd Trio AeroSchools L4 and 5th Individual L4. 
We do like to hear about past and present student successes and 

adventures so please keep us informed. 
--------------------------------------------------------- 

School Awards 
Congratulations to the following pupils: 

 Harry Turner R5 - For switching on to his learning and working 
hard at home to improve his reading. 

 Macey Guy R6 - For having a hardworking and positive attitude 
towards her learning. 

 James Warner R12 - For consistently working to improve his 
learning. Outstanding work. 

 Suzy Schmanski R1 - For really applying herself during oral lan-
guage. Great expression, connecting with her audience and add-
ing in humour. Wonderful effort. 

 Nate Barrell R10 - For his caring attitude towards his class mates. 

 Breigan Yorke R7 - For outstanding effort and achievement with 
his speech and for consistent effort and achievement in all areas 
of his work.  

 

Key Dates/Coming Events - Term 4 
Mon 22 Oct  - Labour Day Holiday 
Wed 24 - BOT meeting 7pm 
Sat 27 Oct - Ag Day 
Thur 1 Nov - R1 & R6 Planting Day 
Mon 5  - PTA meeting & Reading talk 7pm 
Tues 6 - Whanau meeting 7pm 
Thur 8  - Central Day @ Barge Park 
Mon 12 - Athletics Y4-8 (pp 14th) 
Tues 13 - Proposed Teacher Strike  
Thur 15 - Y3/4 Rippa @ Ruakaka 
  - Mangakahia Cultural Festival 
Fri 16 - WBHS Orientation Day 
Mon 19 Nov - WGHS Orientation Day 

********************************** 
  2019 Term Dates    

Term 1 7 Feb - 12 Apr Term 3     22 July - 27 Sept 

Term 2 29 April - 5 July Term 4     14 Oct - 19 Dec 

********************************** 
Community Notices 
Maungakaramea Cricket Club Junior Rally Day -  Thursday 27 Sept 
4pm at the nets at Maungakaramea Cricket Club. A, B & C grades 
(years 1-8).  C Grade this year will be played on Friday evening and 
games take no longer than 1.5 hours. If interested come along or en-
quiries ph Kelvin Hucker 021-1533957 or  Emma Jones 021-456907. 
Trivial Pursuits Night @ Maungatapere Hall - Saturday 27 October 
7.30pm to raise funds for the continuing upgrade of the hall. $20 per 
person (max 8 per team). If you can’t make up a team, forward us your 
name to join a combined team. BYO drinks and nibbles, tea and coffee 
supplied. Great prizes. Bring your gold coins for raffles. To enter con-
tact Mike Eagles 4347-271 or m.eagles@xtra.co.nz. 
Maungatapere War Memorial Church Opening - Official reopening of 
the church, following its restoration by the Mangakahia Lions,  on 
Sunday 11 November at 11am (Armistice Day). 
Mangakahia Lions Club Country Meal - Friday 9 November from 6pm. 
Come along and enjoy a meal and a great family night out while sup-
porting your local community.  
Rental Property Required - We are a family of 5 (mum, dad, son, dog 
and cat) looking for a single level 3 bedroom house with some land to 
walk our dog safely and close to Maungatapere School if possible. Be-
cause of health issues we need this property to be warm and safe.  If 
you can help us then please call Alice 4348-110 or 0274-287583.  
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Make it Happen! 

Room 7 Poetry   

Maria Elizabeth Cullen 
Makes the most magnificent medal worthy music 
and crochet 

Absolutely amazing and exciting adventures 

Ideal imagination skills and interest-
ing ideas  


