
Kia ora Parents and Whanau  
We hope everyone had a good Easter break and made the most of the warm, sunny weather.  The term is rapidly coming to a close with 
Friday 16 April the last day.  Our swimming pool is now closed and the class swimming programmes have also finished, so students no 
longer need to bring their swimming gear to school.  A reminder to return swimming pool keys please; we would like them all back by the 
end of the term.  There is a $5 return for community pool keys. 
This will be the last newsletter for the term.  We hope everyone has a good term break with term 2 beginning Monday 3 May. 
A special welcome to those new pupils and their families who have started at school during the last fortnight: Samuel & Nathan Neeley.  

OTANGAREI CULTURAL FESTIVAL:  
On Friday 26 March our kapa haka roopu performed for the 
first time this year.  It was good to see so many new members 
stepping up as part of the group – they can all be very proud 
of their mahi and the effort they put in.  There was a large 
number of whanau support for the day also.  Your help in 
dressing and supporting the group is much appreciated.  
Thank you to Mrs Kim Neumann and Mr Dan Tissink for taking 
the group.  Matua Shane has high expectations and his leader-
ship and tutoring of a large group sees them always improving 
as the year goes on.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ANZAC DAY:   
This year ANZAC Day is Sunday 25 April, the middle of the 
term break.  Our school’s senior students are traditionally in-
volved in the local service at the Maungatapere Hall at 9am, 
with students taking lead roles in the programme.  The ser-
vice, about 30 minutes long, is usually well attended by the 
community and followed by a shared morning tea.  Those stu-
dents who have expressed an interest will bring home a per-
mission notice.  We are hoping to have poppies available be-
fore the end of term also. 
Y7/8 EOTC WEEK 
Our Y7/8 classes had a great week with their EOTC experienc-
es, challenging themselves in a variety of ways.  The team 
building events, with Rock Up on the Thursday, allowed  
students to work, support and encourage others for the good 
of their team.  The Rock up leader was impressed with the 
team efforts and the scores they achieved.  Our school set 
new records for team points scored over all. A reminder, if 
you have not paid please do so – this is a well subsidised event 
but to cover costs we do need students to make their contri-
bution.   

SCHOOL COUNCIL:   
The school council are holding a Pyjama Day on Thursday 
15 April. This will include a ‘teddy bears picnic’ for Y1/2 
students that will include games in the hall.  They are ask-
ing for a gold coin donation for the SPCA.   
NEW ENTRANT CLASSROOM ORGANISATION TERM 2  
From the start of next term there will be 2 teachers in R5 
with the new entrant class for the morning.  Mrs Jackie 
Hamilton will work on Monday and Friday and Miss Brooke 
Hepi will work Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday along with 
Mr Daniel Cotton. Brooke has worked at our school previ-
ously before moving to Auckland.  As numbers increase we 
will open R12 and set up our second new entrant room for 
the remainder of the year’s intake.  Jackie and Brooke will 
continue in a shared teaching role to ensure continuity for 
the remainder of the year.  They will then contact students 
we have on our pre-enrolment list about visits before 
starting.     
ROOM 7 CHANGES  
Mrs Rachael Murray, our new Deputy Principal in the sen-
ior school will begin in R7 from the start of next term.  
Rachael will teach in R7 Monday to Wednesday with Mrs 
Nicky Taylor continuing to teach Thursday and alternate 
Fridays.  We would like to say a huge thankyou to Mrs  
Sarah Cullen for her work in R7 this term and stepping in on 
short notice.  We look forward to Rachael getting to 
know our school and the senior students.  Rachael is  
visiting tomorrow as part of her transition. Sarah will con-
tinue her Friday role in R4 and part time work within the 
school. 
START OF THE SCHOOL DAY  
Our school starts the day at 8.50am, with students going 
straight to assembly on a Monday and Wednesday morn-
ing, or to class on the other days.  The beginning of the day 
is an important time for setting up for learning and hearing 
information and notices for students at assembly and 
learning instructions in class.  It is therefore important that 
students arrive at school before the bell goes.  This means 
less disruption for both students and teachers and students 
are not catching up with what has gone before. 
SCHOOL PHOTOS  
These are tomorrow 9 April.  R6 have Technology so will 
have their class photo before they go.  For sibling photos 
return request form by tomorrow morning. Order forms 
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will be available 1-2 weeks after photoday, these will be sent 
home with students when they are available.  
TERM 2 LEARNING  
Our topic for learning next term will look at local history and 
geography.  We will include some of the draft NZ  
histories curriculum big ideas including: 
Maori history is the foundational and continuous history of 
New Zealand. 
Colonisation and its consequences have been central to our 
history for the past 200 years and continue to influence all 
aspects of NZ society.  
The course of NZ’s history has been shaped by the exercise 
and effects of power.  
We will be looking at our local history, important areas and 
events relating to our area and we are planning to visit  
Korokota Marae in week 3.  We are also planning an open 
sharing day for families and extended whanau on 30th of 
June.  If you want to share history from our area or if you 
have any stories or information to share please talk with 
your children’s teachers.  Resources that include the early 
families who settled in our area will also be used. 

Room 3 - Writing 
The Easter Hunt! Yippy! I had just woken up on Easter morn-
ing! I leaped out of bed before you could say “Llama llama, 
duck!” I ran outside of my room and into Saige’s room. 
“Saige! Saige!” I shouted, get up! I started to jump on Saige’s 
bed. “Saige!” I yelled again. Saige started to moan and groan 
“No, no, no!” she moaned. “It’s time for the Easter hunt!” I 
shouted. Her eyes opened wide, we raced out the door. 
When we got outside the grass was covered with dew drops. 
The hunt began. Saige and I searched high and low for shin-
ny tinfoil covered eggs. Suddenly we spotted two large 
crunchie chocolate bunnies, “Aha!” I shout before I nibbled 
at the chocolate. We ran around the other side of the house 
searching every nook and cranny. Suddenly I see a face 
peaking out from the corner of the house. Hmm... I creeped 
up to investigate. I get a little closer to see….. Twenty golden 
foil chocolate eggs with two chocolate chickens!! Easter 
chickens! Wow what a find!  - By Eva Smyth  
SCHOOL AWARDS 
Congratulations to the following pupils: 
Eva -Grace Gemmell R9 -  For being a great role model to 
others through your ability to manage your own learning. 
Rubie-Lee Crompton R6 - Showing a positive attitude and 
supporting her peers. 
Hannah Booth R4 - For being a great model - being settled 
and focused on your learning.  
Chase Van Houten R4 - Making great progress in all your 
learning, always challenging yourself - Ka pai. 
Micah Boyte R2 - Always being an enthusiastic learner. Keep 
it up! 
Lilly Matson R2 - Stepping out of her comfort zone and 
learning to love it! Ka pai Lilly! 
Jackson Hart R14 - Being a supportive class member and 
always treating others with kindness.  
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Vivien Morgan R3 - For having a positive attitude to her 
learning. 
Sofia Sole R11 - For having a positive “can do” attitude to-
wards her learning! 
TERM CALENDAR  
 Fri 9 April  - School Photos 
 Fri 16 April  - Last day Term 1 
 Mon 3 May  - Term 2 
 Mon 31 May - Teacher only Day (no School) 
REMINDERS   
School carpark - Pease do not use the drop and go area if 
you are getting out of your car and bringing children into 
school in the morning.  There are plenty of parks available to 
pull into.  This allows the area to flow with children getting 
out and cars being able to move off quickly. 
Lost Property - We have quite a lot of lost property at 
school, including swimming togs, towels, bags and goggles.  
These are put out weekly for students to look at but they do 
not always recognise their own gear.  Parents are welcome 
to come in to school to check the lost property and we will 
put it out in front of R1/2 at the end of next week. 
Intermediate Netball  - Intermediate netball starts this Sat-
urday 10 April.  Students have received their uniforms and 
draw information will be emailed out as soon as it is  
received.  Students need to wear good non slip court shoes.  
A reminder no earrings, jewellery or bands etc can be worn.  
Hair needs to be tied back.  Bike pants/tights etc are not  
permitted under the uniform - black short legged netball 
shorts are best. 
Term 2 Curriculum Teacher only Day   - Please note there 
will be no school on Monday 30 May as this is will be a  
curriculum reporting day.  
Congratulations: Some of our past students competed in 
the Rock n Roll Nationals held over the Easter break.  
Will Dawson and his partner Renee Hayes came 2nd in NZ in 
the under 18 Restricted section 
Nick Dawson and his partner Alex Jones came 4th in NZ in 
the under 14 Intermediate section 
Alex Dawson and his partner Haylee Kingi competed in the 
semi-finals (top 8 couples)of the Senior under 18 section 
Marshall Dawson and his partner Christie Thornley came 4th 
in the Novice section  
COMMUNITY NOTICES 
Central Brown Football Twilight Kicks - We are running free 
twilight football nights before the season starts, from Thurs 
11 March to 15 April for any kids aged 8 and up.  Teams are 
mixed up on the night, all children welcome. 
Maunu Hockey - Maunu Hockey Trials  Saturday 10th April   
Whangarei Intermediate Turf. Year 5&6 - 2-3pm  
Year 7&8 - 3-4pm  
Please bring all hockey gear and be ready to play!  
Any questions contact Becs on 021779798 
Northland Futsal Academy - Epic school holiday program for 
kids aged 7-13 years 8.30am - 4.00pm daily. 
Matarau School Fundraiser - Jumpfest Flip Out  Friday 26th 
March and Friday 9th April 6-7.30pm. Contact Matarau 
School for tickets.  
 




