
Kia ora Parents and Whanau  
Our school is very aware of the anxiety and concerns around the COVID19 Coronavirus and would like to assure the community 
that we are doing our best to ensure we are all protecting ourselves and others by following the guidelines.  It is also important as 
parents and whanau that we remain calm with children and do not increase their anxiety by discussing the latest figures, shortages, 
etc with them.  Answer just the questions being asked and don’t expand.  This is especially important for children who are on the 
autism spectrum or have anxiety.  Be positive and keep routines in place - including coming to school - as this is important for us all.  
Further information is also below.  A useful resource for parents, caregivers, whānau and teachers talking about the virus with chil-
dren and young people can be found here 
Welcome to our new pupils and their families who have started over the last fortnight; Oliver Turner and Evie Gibson 

Y7/8 CAMP ROTORUA 9- 13 MARCH 
Last week our Y7/8 pupils had an excellent week in Rotorua 
and Taupo, visiting a variety of places and participating in a 
huge range of activities.  These included Te Puia, Rainbow 
Springs, the Huka Prawn farm, Agridome, Maze and a dinner 
cruise. They had a great team of parents helping with supervi-
sion and transport – thank you to those that volunteer and those 
who went with the group, including providing transport.  
There were some very tired students, parents and teachers on 
Friday’s return to school, but everyone had enjoyed their time, 
with lots of complimentary comments about the group from ven-
ues.  It was good to see those students who challenged them-
selves to try new things, and to be away from home for the 
week developing their independence and self-managing skills.   
We were lucky enough to get funding for transport and activi-
ties from Oxford Sports Trust $2000 and Pub Charity $9160.87, 
which made the cost for the week very reasonable.  Camps are 
a considerable amount of extra work and responsibility for 
teachers, so thank you to Tim Burke, Jen Caddick and Kim 
Neumann for their time and commitment to making it a suc-
cessful camp and a great experience for the Y7/8 students.  
Also Yaron Overeem for his planning and organisation leading 
up to the event last year. 

MAUNGATAPERE SCHOOL COUNCIL 
Our 2020 school council has been elected by their class mem-
bers after presenting their reasons for being a councilor. This 
year’s school council is as follows: 
 Y7/8 - R6 Antonique Kelly, Daisy-Lee Duffy, R7 Sage  
  Wickline, Clara Fagan R8 Lia Neumann, Casey  
  Worsfold 
 Y5/6 - R9 David Azar, Trent Barrell, R13 Nicole Ruddell, 
  Oliver Rolland R14 Addison Wood, Dylan Broder ick 
 Y4 - R1 Declan McConachie R2 Hannah Brown R3 Devon 
         Neumann 
Clara has been elect-
ed as captain and 
Sage as vice captain 
for 2020.  Lia is sec-
retary.  The first 
thing they did was to 
print off reminder notices for students to wash their hands 
and sneeze/cough safely, then put them around the school 
cloak bays and toilet areas.  They will meet regularly to have 
input into activities and put forward suggestions to make our 
school the best it can be. 

MAUNGATAPERE SCHOOL NETBALL 
The season start has been delayed until at least the beginning of 
May. We are in the process of getting teams organised however.  
Thank you to those parents and whanau that offered to help. 

DIGITAL CITIZENSHIP 
It is important as parents/whanau and teachers we are aware of 
what students are using on the internet – especially the use of 
social media apps.  There are some excellent ideas and sugges-
tions on the Netsafe website  www.netsafe.org.nz  
It is also important to ensure children know what to do if they are 
being bullied or are concerned about online behaviour and to 
have people whom they can talk to.  This is something that needs 
to be ongoing. 
It is not necessary for primary age students to have phones and 
sometimes leaving it until they reach high school ensures they 
are less at risk.  It is good to see that very few of our Y5/6 stu-
dents have their own phone and many of our intermediate stu-
dents don’t either. 

COVID19 CORONAVIRUS 
There is good information on the Ministry of Health website if 
parents need further information beyond what has been shared.  
The symptoms and protection methods are consistent across any 
information you read: 

Symptoms – cough, high temperature, shortness of breath 

Protection – cough, sneeze into your elbow or tissue (bin tissue 
immediately). Wash hands with soap & water often;  Avoid 
touching eyes, nose, mouth if your hands are not clean. 

Try to avoid close contact with people who are unwell.  Stay 
home if unwell. 

We are currently preparing information and programmes should 
the school close. This will then be sent out to parents.   If you 
have to self-isolate with your children, we will provide some 
learning activities that they can do.  Parents can also do any of 
the following activities – read, reading to; keep a diary of activi-
ties you do each day; helping with cooking, household chores; 
play card & board games.  Spend time exploring, talking and shar-
ing what is in your backyard, on the news etc.   

While schools are open there is an expectation that students will 
attend unless they are unwell. 

Teachers will not be able to provide work for those families 
choosing to keep their children at home while the school is open, 
but the above suggestions along with Maths Buddy (if you have 
registered) and Sunshine Classics for the Junior school, are also 
available online. 
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Nurturing confident, capable learners who strive to fly high.  
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LEARNING SURVEY 
As part of our involvement in the Whangarei Community of 
Learning/Kahui Ako our school has agreed to participate in a 
strengths based survey about how students learn, succeed 
and thrive at school.  The survey is through the University of 
Auckland and is undertaken by Dr Melinda Webber.  It in-
volves teachers, students and parents. A letter will be sent 
home with information and a form to return if you do not 
want your child involved.  We are planning for the senior stu-
dents to complete their survey and then assist the juniors to 
complete theirs.   

Y7/8 TECHNOLOGY FEE 
As mentioned at the start of the year our Y7/8 students will 
receive a letter in regard to the charge for technology mate-
rials for the year.  This is for the material students use to 
create the projects that they take home.  In the past it has 
been paid directly to Mangakahia Area School, however they 
have change the agreement and the school will now be in-
voiced for this directly.  The $60 fee is to cover part of the 
cost of the technology programme.  Please check with your 
Y7/8 child for the information.  

SCHOOL AWARDS 
Congratulations to the following pupils: 
Jasper Halford R4-  For  showing fantastic confidence in swim-
ming this year, keep it up. 
Shae Neuman R7 - For showing manawanui (determination) 
to complete work to the best of her ability. 
Sophia Kennedy R5 - For being an amazing role model and 
friend to new and visiting children. 
Lydia Johnston and Esme Bracey R11 - For an amazing attitude 
to caring for our school by flattening lots and lots of milk con-
tainers. 
Aiden Cliff R10 - For stepping up and developing into a role 
model for the younger children. 
Kassidy Taylor R1 - For settling into R1 and striving to be a 
great class member. 
Elayna Partridge R13- For setting good examples of initiative 
and quality work ethic.  

TERM CALENDAR  
 Wed 1 April  - School photos 
 Thurs 9 April - Last day of T1 
 
 Tues 28 April - Ist day of T2 
REMINDERS   
School Donations due - can pay online or at the office (no eft-
pos) 
BOT Account Details - 12 3099 0836089 00 
PTA NEWS 
PTA 2020 Maunga Mayhem: In light of the 
Covid 19 pandemic Maunga Mayhem has 
been postponed until 14 November. For 
more information see their website  
www.maungamayhem.co.nz or look it up 
on facebook. 
Bulbs - The PTA are after brown paper bags for the bulb orders.  

COMMUNITY NOTICES  
Baby Sitting - Kate Taylor 16yr local available for babysitting 
afterschool and on weekends. Ph 02102977575. 
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Griffen -Alya Wood 
Griffen has a little head and 
a small body. He has big cute 
brown googly eyes and a 
wet button nose. He has a 
mowhawk that looks like a 
mini party hat and some 
sharp teeth that stick out of 
his mouth. His fur is as soft 
as a polar bears. The colour 
of his fur is icy white and 
golden ginger brown. He has 
tiny feet and a short tail, 
with a white tip on the end 
of it. He is fast, crazy, mis-
chievous and sneaky. He is 
harmless and kind. He makes 
my day and cheers people 

Room 3 Descriptive Writing 




