
Kia ora Parents and Whanau  

Our students had a great week last week with Footsteps dance teacher Kate Ward teaching all the students a variety of dances.  There 
were students practicing at break times and really getting into it.  This is a good lead into our dance and drama focus for the school pro-
duction.  

Welcome to our new families and new entrant students who have started at Maungatapere this term; Naomi, Nathan and Abigail Van 
Lune, Mia Iraia and Chase Van Houten. 

PARENT CONFERENCES 
Thank you to the many families that have booked parent confer-
ences and attended.    
If the last 2 days have not worked for you, please talk with your 
children’s teachers and organise a time that suits.  It is important 
that we do talk about the progress and achievement children are 
making.   

We hope you enjoyed the Y7/8 science fair projects which were 
on display in R14 also.  

STAFF CHANGES  
From next Wednesday Mrs Carolyn Goodison will be on leave 
while she recovers from a knee operation.  Mrs Jose Hermann will 
teach in R1 from Monday to Wednesday and Ms Judy Plain will 
continue her normal programme on Thursday and Friday until 
Carolyn returns.  This is most likely to be until the end of this term. 
Mrs Kaye Frost, our After School Care supervisor will be leaving us, 
after 11 years, to take up work at the NDHB.  Kaye has been an 
excellent supervisor and has seen the programme grow from un-
der 20 to over 70 on some days.   She has always been a positive 
role model, reliable and adaptable; always having the safety and 
interests of the children as her priority.  We will miss her when she 
leaves – her final day will be Friday 30 August.    
The school will  be going through the process of employing a re-
placement over the next few weeks. 

PRINCIPAL SUPPORT DAY  

This Friday is a nationwide day of action in schools and communi-
ties to support principals in their agreement negotiations.   While 
the teachers have settled on their agreement with the offer of pay 
parity and salary increases, principals were not offered this.  There 
was no change to the original offer that was initially rejected.  Un-
fortunately, principals across the country are now facing the situa-
tion where teachers in their schools are paid more than they are, 
without the responsibility.  Many deputy principals will also be 
paid more than smaller school principals, or only a little less than 
their own principal.  Giving primary principals pay parity for the 
same size schools as secondary and area school principals is only 
fair.   However, it will require pressure from communities, parents 
and others to achieve this.  The role of principal will be harder to 
fill in the future otherwise, especially in smaller schools.  

WHANAU HUI  

On Tuesday 20 August there will be a Hui in the staffroom at 7pm 
for our Maori families to attend.  This is usually an informal 
meeting that focusses on the programmes we are using and the 
ways our community want us to involve Te Reo and tikanga into 
learning.  It has also had a focus on our kapa haka group and sup-
porting them with their performances, costumes etc.  Please join 
us. 

SECONDARY SCHOOL VISITS  
During the last 2 weeks we have had local secondary schools talk-
ing with our senior Y8 students about their programmes for Y9 
onwards. WBHS, WGHS and Huanui have visited so far with Taura-
roa Area School visiting on 14 August.  It has been great to see all 
our past students coming along and talking with the Y8s about 
what they like about their schools and the opportunities they pro-
vide. 
As Y8 parents with children moving on to high school it is very 
important you look at your options, attend the open sessions and 
ask hard questions.  From this information you are better able to 
decide which school is the best fit for your child.  Regardless of 
what school they attend they will need to be prepared for the big 
wide world and have resilience and coping strategies to make 
good decisions.  Our Y7/8 teachers work hard to develop this - so 
they have the achievement levels, self-confidence and resilience 
for secondary schooling. 

SCHOOL COUNCIL EVENTS  
Wheels Day This will be held on   

 Wednesday 14 Aug for Juniors Y1-4  

 Thursday 15 Aug for seniors Y5-8. 

More information will be sent home from the Council, but safety 
gear should be sent with bikes, scooters or skate boards thanks.  
We will advise students about whether or not bikes will be includ-
ed.  Our hard court area is limited and if the fields are too soft we 
will not be able to have bikes at school with scooters, skates, 
skate boards etc. 

SCHOOL CROSS COUNTRY  
Y3-8 students are involved in cross country practice on Monday, 
Wednesday and Friday for the next few weeks leading to our 
school cross country on Wednesday 21st August.  Students are 
able to bring a change of clothes e.g. shorts, t-shirt to wear while 
running if they want.  They may also bring running shoes.  The 
course does mean they are running on footpaths around the 
school, but are not crossing main roads.  It is good to see students 
working to improve their personal fitness level during training.  
Unless students are sick or injured and have a note they will par-
ticipate at their appropriate level.  
The WPSSA interschool cross country date has changed to 
Wednesday 28 August. 

DANCE PROGRAMME  
Kate, the Footsteps Dance teacher, was very impressed with our 
students’ attitudes and effort and the way they participated in the 
dance programme last week.  Students learnt a variety of dances, 
including dances from different cultures.  Learning to dance and 
move will continue in our classrooms as we progress with class 
items for our production later in the year.  
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SCHOOL AWARDS 

Congratulations to the following pupils: 

Lulu Cullen- For always being prepared and ready for 
learning. 

Carter Hansen - For working well to achieve a team goal in 
discovery learning. 

Kathryn Seeley - For her excellent reading and writing skills. 

Sienna Ripley - For always showing a positive attitude and 
working hard in all of her learning. 

Tom Frost- For his great ideas with lego construction. 

Jackson Hanger - For being so good at counting in 10’s, Ka 
pai! 

REMINDERS 
BOT meeting  
The next BOT meeting is Wednesday 14 August 7pm in the 
school staff room. 
Agriculture Day 
Entries need to be returned to school 16 August please.  Our 
Lamby Day care is now up and running for young lambs and 
goats that are too young and require more feeds during the 
day. 
Netball 
Junior netball will finish on Thursday 15 August (Y1/2) and 
Saturday 17 August (Y3-6). 
Intermediate netball finishes Saturday 24 August.   
We will have our school netball prize giving on Thursday 29 
August at 5.30pm.  When the season is completed please 
wash and return netball uniforms to the school. 

CONGRATULATIONS  
Please let us know of past and present student successes out-
side of school so we can acknowledge them. 
Siena Southall - Congratulations to Siena who came 2nd in the 
Auckland regional competition for Ju Jutzi, awesome achieve-
ment.  
Ms Brooke Hepi – congratulations to Brooke on the birth of a 
baby boy last Saturday.  Brooke taught in R6 last year and 
looked after our kapa haka group also. 

TERM CALENDAR  

 Wed 14 Aug - BOT Meeting, Junior Wheels day 

 Thurs 15 Aug - Senior Wheels day 
 Tues 20 Aug - Whanau Hui  

 Wed 21 Aug - School X Country 

 Mon 26 Aug - Nthld Science Fair 

 Thurs 29 Aug - Netball prize giving, 5.30pm 

 Wed 28 Aug - WPSSA X country, Barge park 

COMMUNITY NOTICES 
Country Meal at Mangakahia Complex  
Friday 9th August, hosted by Mangakahia Junior Soccer Club, 
great family night, great kids and adult meals, open from 6pm, 
raffles on the night.  
Kokopu School Quiz Night 
Sat 7th Sep 2019 6pm, Mangakahia Sports Complex 
Get a team of 8 together, $20 per head, supper provided, BYO 
drinks, spot prizes and an auction. 
Netsafe Live 
22 Aug, 6.30-7.30  at WGHS - Parents and Whanau  
This is a free event about keeping young people safe online. It 
will look at the risks, challenges and opportunities of digital 
technology, and practical ways to stay safe.   

Nurturing confident, capable learners who strive to fly high.  

COMMUNITY NOTICES CONT’D 
I Have A Dream - Charitable Trust Fund Raiser 

The Werewolf                             
In the dead silent woods I roam, stealthily stalking my 
prey. My eyes glow bright with concentration in the 
reflection of the full moon. Like a shadow I slowly fol-
low. Ready to pounce, I bare back my lips showing my 
pearly white and deadly sharp fangs. Now I leap onto 
my helpless prey… Within a second it's gone. My tatted 
ears twitch in the moonlight, slowly blending into my 
silky black head. My eyes illuminate the darkness like 
dancing embers as I move down the gloomy forest. 
You can just see my midnight coat like a shadow.  

I stand sturdily on my now wolf legs. My messy tail 
poetically moving behind me as I move into the night, 
awaiting the morning light. Searching for my next vic-
tim…      
 

By Ally & Grace  

Room Six-Character Description  




