
Kia ora Parents and Whanau  
We hope everyone enjoyed our Agriculture Day on 2 November.  Weather wise the day was great, cool in the morning and warm-
ing up as the day went on.  Well done to all the students that participated, showing their animals, gardens and all the other pro-
jects that they created.   
Unfortunately, we had to postpone our senior athletic sports this week, but the day was certainly far better. 
Our staff appreciated your support for our curriculum reporting day last Monday.  The day successfully allowed teachers to make 
progress with their reporting on curriculum progress, following time assessing and monitoring students’ progress. 
This week we are acknowledging our support staff for the many roles they have in our school.  They are currently striving to be 
acknowledged financially for the work they do and the many challenging roles they undertake.  They are asking to be recognised 
in their salary negotiations and we would love for them to be centrally funded so they are not dependent on the funding left with-
in a school budget - often they are the first to be cut when budget cuts are necessary. 
Welcome to Sophie Brown who has started at Maungatapere. 

AGRICULTURE DAY 
Well done to all our students who raised and showed their ani-
mals, grew gardens and amazing garden art, pots, scarecrows, 
and upcycled creations.  These activities allow for considerable 
creativity over time.  There was some wonderful work on dis-
play in classrooms and some excellent cakes this year.  Con-
gratulations to all those Dads and Grandads that contributed to 
this.  The cakes looked amazing and the winning chocolate cake 
was apparently amazingly tasty also. 
A special congratulation to those students that won ribbons 
and cups for their care, training and knowledge of their ani-
mals.  Many went on to Central Day to share their achieve-
ments again, and while we didn’t retain the Central Day trophy 
this year, it was good to see those rising to the challenge of 
another day.  
Thank you to all the families that provided food to sell along 
with the BBQ food, and those families that helped in the food 
tent.  Our senior students raised about $3500 to help with 
funding for their camp to Rotorua next year. 
The day does fit well with our aim to engage students in their 
learning and to value the country school traditions.  We have 
certainly adapted and changed the activities over the years to 
allow involvement from our changing community.  Activities do 
fit well within the curriculum and in developing key competen-
cies. We have sent out a brief survey for feedback on the day, 
so if you haven’t responded please do and we will look at how 
to meet the wishes of the majority of the community. 
Congratulations to the following students for winning overall trophies 
Lambs 
Champion Lamb  - Joe Taylor 
Res Champion Lamb - Matt Parsons 
Champion Leading   - Charlie Sparks 
Champion Calling   - Matt Parsons 
Champion Rearing   - Pippi Woolston 
Goats 
Champion Goat  - Riley Nops 
Champion Leading  - Riley Nops 
Champion Calling  - Riley Nops 
Champion Rearing   - Grady Nops 
Dad’s Cakes 
Best Tasting Chocolate cake - John Fagan 
Best Decorated Cake - Mike King 

ATHLETICS 
Senior Athletics Y4-8 was held yesterday 13 November. This is 
a full athletics day with an opportunity for students to show 
their athletics skills in both field and track events.  Over the last 
month they have been receiving coaching in these areas and 
yesterday was an opportunity to share their talents.   
Successful athletes will get the opportunity to participate in 
the Whangarei Primary Schools interschool athletics champi-
onships and challenge themselves to compete against students 
from other schools. 
While we are not all natural or talented athletes, having a go 
against others and challenging ourselves helps build resilience 
and confidence in our students.  Striving to be the best we can 
be is a challenge all our students can aim for.   
The winners of each year group and activity were: 
High Jump: Y4 Ella Guitry, Isaiah Birchall; Y5  Heidi Shepherd, 
Awanui Owen; Y6 Macey Guy, Lucas Reihana; Y7 Lilly Jameson, 
Josh McRae; Y8 Ava Iraia, Luke Sweeney. 
Long Jump: Y4 Ella Guitry, Kees Young; Y5 Alice Bland, Awanui 
Owen; Y6 Macey Guy, Keelan O’Neill; Y7 Pippi Woolston, 
Tokoaitua Owen; Y8 Ella Fraser, Connor O’Neill. 
Discus: Y4 Phillipa Taylor, Isaiah Birchall; Y5 Heidi Shepherd, 
Awanui Owen; Y6 Jessica Kalkhoven, Max Atkins; Y7 Lilly Jame-
son, Charlie Nicolls; Y8 Ella Fraser, Blake Harvey. 
Shot Putt: Y4 Chloe Cliff, Isaiah Birchall; Y5 Saige Smyth, Harry 
Turner; Y6 Jessica Kalkhoven, Max Atkins; Y7 Lilly Jameson, 
Tokoaitua Owen; Y8 Ella Fraser, Blake Harvey.  
Sprints 60m: Y4 Ella Guitry, Kees Young 
80m: Y4  Ella Guirty, Kees Young, Y5 Taylah Knox, Awanui Ow-
en; Y6 Ally McLvor, Keelan O’Neill,  
100m: Y5 Heidi Shepherd, Awanui Owen; Y6 Ally McIvor, Kee-
lan O’Neill; Y7 Ellie McRae, James McDonald; Y8 Ava Iraia, Con-
nor O’Neill.   
200m: Y7  Ellie McRae, James MacDonald, Y8 Ella Fraser, Con-
nor O’Neill.  
Transport Relay:  Car Line 
Class Relay: Y4 Room 4, Y5/6 Room 6, Yr7/8 Room 7 

INTERSCHOOL TENNIS TOURNAMENT 
We had a group of students representing our school at Thomas 
Neale Tennis Centre last Wednesday 6 November.  Well done 
to those children who attended and for their successes on the 
day which was very hot! 
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Nurturing confident, capable learners who strive to fly high.  



GRANDPARENTS DAY 

Generally each year we invite greats and grands into the 
school to share in a short concert and then spend some 
time in classrooms.  This year it will be held on Wednesday 
20 November at 11am.  We will have some items to share 
from the kapa haka group, plus a variety of other items be-
fore visiting classrooms then having lunch and a cup of tea 
in the hall.   We hope our students great and grands will be 
able to visit us this year. 

MANGAKAHIA CULTURAL FESTIVAL 

Today our kapa haka group participated in the local Man-
gakahia cultural festival at Mangakahia Area School.  This is 
an annual event which allows our kapa haka group to show 
case their talents with other schools from the Whangarei 
area.  They received great support as usual and presented 
themselves really well.  Our group this year is the biggest it 
has ever been and Matua Shane works well with them to 
strive to be the best they can be, always pushing them to 
improve. 

SCHOOL COUNCIL WORKING BEE 
This weekend we are having a working bee to replace the 
tyres on the edge of the field and hopefully install some 
fitness activities along behind R6/7. 
A big thank you to parents who have provided their time 
and equipment to help with the project, as well as provided 
replacement tyres.  Tyre Power have supplied the tyres, 
while the school council and PTA have funded the new 
equipment.  We are hoping that we will also be able to get 
the concrete required from community sources.  The pro-
ject is planning to start between 7 - 7.30. 

SUPPORT STAFF NEGOTIATIONS 

Support staff are the group that work in schools supporting 
students with learning, behaviour and high health needs 
and in admin.  They are well valued by schools but not rec-
ognised for the work they do with their current pay rate.  
They are campaigning for pay equity and to be paid for 52 
weeks of the year.  Currently they are only paid during term 
time.  We are going to share information about this via 
email, so please read and support their cause. To sign the open 
letter to Chris Hipkins go to  https://campaigns.nzei.org.nz/support-
staff/open-letter/  

PTA CALENDAR ART  

There was a great response to calendar orders after Ag Day.  
The PTA coordinate and run this as a fund raiser each year, 
so it is good to see the support they have received.  Thank 
you to Nicola Smith for coordinating this fund raiser. 

SCHOOL AWARDS 
Congratulations to the following pupils: 
Abi Messenger R11 - For working carefully on her Ag day 
project! 
Dakota McQuinn R5 - For his fabulous work on his acrostic 
poem with Lisa. 
Isak Thompson R8 - For caring for his lamb. Brilliant!! 

CONGRATULATIONS 

Well done to Dillon Worsfold and Tokoaitua Owen who 
both participated in the Armistice Day service and the Me-
morial Church last Sunday.  They did a great job reading the 
names of the soldiers and the ode in Maori.  

Nurturing confident, capable learners who strive to fly high.  

Room 12 

I notice it has its bones on the outside called an exoskeleton. 
I wonder how old it is? 

COMMUNITY NOTICES 
Sistema Whangarei End of Year Concert! 
When: Thur,14 Nov, 5:30-6:30pm Where:  Old Library, West Side 
Door (near RSA) Cost:   FREE!  Koha Welcome. 
XMAS TWILIGHT MARKET, Mangapai Community Hall 
Friday 6 December, 5-8pm, xmas arts, crafts, presents, 
fresh local produce, bargains, stuff, food, entertainment 
Book a space, call Delphine 022 6716143. 

REMINDERS 
BOT Meeting -  Wed 20  Nov at 7pm 
Transport Changes - Please make sure you notify the school 
via the school App, email or phone of any changes to 
transport for students by lunchtime.  In emergency situations 
we will always take your call but it is important that changes 
other than unexpected ones are notified by lunch.  We need 
to have appropriate staffing for ASC and cannot do this if we 
are not notified. This is especially important where changes 
are made at the start of a new term. 
WGHS Orientation Day - Friday 15 November 
WBHS Orientation Day - Monday 18 November 
BOT Account Details - 12 3099 0836089 00 
TERM CALENDAR 
 Wed 20 Nov - Grandparents Day/BOT Meeting 
 Tues 26 Nov - Junior Athletics  
 Wed 27 Nov - WPSSA Y7/8 Athletics 
 Wed 4 Dec - WPSSA Y4 - 6 Athletics 
 9/12 - 13/12  - Trip week 
 Thurs 19 Dec - Prize Giving 

Observational drawings 
of Weta. 

I notice it is a female weta because it has a ovipositor. 
I wonder if it has a mouth?  
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