
Maungatapere School 

Ag Day  – Judging criteria and fact sheet 
 

Junior gardens need to be bought to school for judging the Friday before Ag Day. 

Intermediate and senior gardens can be bought to school on the Friday before Ag Day 

but will be judged on Saturday morning. 

To be eligible for Agriculture Day your plants must be planted from/after July 1st.  

It is important that the majority of input is the child’s, from concept, through to the 

nurturing of their plant. You may enter ONE ONLY: 

  

Themed  

The plants in this category are generally planted in an interesting type of container.  We have chosen a Fishbin, 

if not, something similar.  The container can be decorated. You may wish to have a theme to your entry such as 

an enchanted forest, fairy tale or an activity. Often, colourful annuals are used in this category. The judges also 

like to see a theme running through your plants. 

 

Herbs  

Again, these plants can be planted in containers such as those described above. This is a 

great opportunity to try out some exotic types of herbs (interesting themes?) or to grow 

healthy, vigorous everyday herbs that can be used as your addition to the family meal.  

 

Living Fruit and Vegetables  

This category is for those plants that are edible. Choose plants that will be able to grow by Ag Day. Leafy 

vegetables such as silver beet will grow faster than, for example, carrots. Plants such as the tiny cocktail tomato 

or strawberries are very satisfying for a child to grow (and eat!!) Perhaps try some of the new colourful salad 

greens as your contribution to lovely salads over the summer.  You can also do your planting in a wheelbarrow.  

Decorate it too! 

 

Just Flowers 

Growing Just Flowers in a pot or container is a very satisfying way to brighten up any 

porch or yard and an easy way to get started with gardening. The best flowers for 

containers can be found in the ‘annual ’or ‘bedding plants’ section of the garden centre. 

Ensure you read the labels carefully to select the plants that will flower at the right time 

of year! 

Things to consider for growing Just Flowers are choosing your container with drainage 

holes in the bottom (you may need a filter if the hole is too large); water must be able to 

drain out or your plants will drown and flower plants require the right food to nourish 

your plants. 

Some ideas for your container of Just Flowers could be a container of single accent, multicolour accent or a 

mixed accent. 

 

How to get the Best Results  

All containers must have drainage holes. Use potting mix appropriate to the plant. Don't use soil from your 

garden.  

Don't over-plant. Plants need plenty of space for their roots to grow. Make sure that your container is big 

enough.  

Choose your seedlings carefully and make sure that the plants you choose like the same conditions. Some plants 

like lots of water, others, like cacti, like to be kept a little dry. Some like sun, while others must have shade. 

Have you picked a good position for your plants? Is it protected from the wind or a frost?  

 

Check your plants regularly to see if they need watering, especially when it starts getting hotter. Watering is 

best done in the evening or the morning. Don’t over water. This can kill a plant as quickly as not giving enough 

water. Use a watering can or hose that has a shower attachment so that you don’t damage your plants. 

If your plants flower, cut off the dead flower heads. Doing this, and cutting off yellowing leaves will encourage 

your plant to produce more flowers and keep healthy.  

Watch out for slugs and snails and get rid of any that you see. They can devour plants overnight!           PTO 



Judging Criteria: 
Gardens: 

On Agriculture Day the Judges want to see:  

-Imagination  

-That you have cared for your plant  

-Your input - NOT your parents or caregivers  

-That your creation was not planted just before Ag Day (they can easily tell)  

 

Up Cycle That! 

• The category is open to children in years 3 & 4.  

• Take an old container/item and up cycle it to make a new planter box. (This should be a renovation 

project, not just using an unlikely container as a planter box). 

• The end product should be big enough to sit on a patio or deck. 

• Remember to use waterproof glue and paint. 

• Judging will be on the design, durability and end product. 

• You must make a photo board to show the process. 

 

Most Creative Pot. 

• This category is for children in years 0-2. 

• Take a large, plain ceramic pot and make it interesting. This can be an old pot, the 

Focus is on design and effort. 

• Remember to use waterproof glue and paint. 

• Judging will be on the design, durability and end product. 

• You must make a photo board to show the process  

• Bring the pots in on the Friday before Ag Day for judging. 

 

Recycled Garden Art 

• Open to class years 5 – 8 only. 

• Limited to 25 entries. Must be a suitable size to transport to school easily on Ag 

Day.  

• Must be your design but you may have adult help with construction. 

• Re-using appropriate 2nd hand items and up-cycling them into gorgeous garden 

master pieces. 

• You must make a photo board to go with our recycled garden art. 

 

Scarecrows 

• Open to class years 5 – 8 only. 

• Limited to 25 entries.  

• Must be a suitable size to transport to school easily on Ag Day. 

• Must be your design but you may have adult help with construction.  
• You must make a photo board to go with your scarecrow. 

 

 

 

Pets are not judged, but you must make a photo board showing how you take care of your pet. 

 

Chickens: Must be raised this season and are judged on Best Pet Bird (how easy it is to handle and how tame 

and friendly it is), Best Farm Bird (how well it has been cared for and how healthy it is) Most Knowledge 

student (how well you know your chicken and general chicken knowledge). Your photo board will clearly show 

your effort in raising your chicken. 

 

Lambs and Goats: How well your animal leads, comes to you when called and your rearing knowledge. Your 

photo board will clearly show your effort in rearing and caring for your lamb or goat. 
Photo boards can be done by hand or computer. 

Remember it’s all about learning new things in a fun way and creating memories along the way! 


