
Kia ora Parents and Whanau, 
We hope the many parents and whanau who joined us last week for our visits to Ruapekapeka Pa and the Kawiti Caves enjoyed 
the trip and gained some knowledge about our local history and area in Tai Tokerau. 
Thank you very much for your support and enabling our students to learn from these experiences – they will continue to build on 
this learning during the term. 
Welcome to our new pupil and family:  Mason Chapman.  
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RUAPEKAPEKA AND KAWITI CAVES TRIP 

It was really worthwhile to 
look at the Ruapekapeka Pa 
site and its layout.  This Pa 
was built specifically for the 
battle against the British 
and incorporated trenches, 
bunkers and tunnels to pro-
vide defence from rifles and 
cannons.  These landmarks 
are certainly still very evi-
dent.  Chief Te Ruki Kawiti 
descendant of the Kawiti family who own and run the caves 
designed and built the pa with Hone Heke.  Learning about the 
event will provide interesting stories about what actually hap-
pened! 

Glow-worms are very unique to New Zealand and these caves 
in the north are obviously becoming a popular tourist destina-
tion.  The guides did a wonderful job of sharing the history of 
the caves with us and the rock formation around them is cer-

tainly spectacular.  
Having adults to talk 
with students about 
what they were seeing 
and supporting them 
through the caves 
helped make the 
learning experience 
even better.  Thanks 
again for your support 
and providing 
transport where need-
ed.  

SCHOOL APP 

Our school app has gone live.  Please download it to your phone 
so you can use it to inform the school of absences, transport 
changes and have access to newsletters, notices and the school 
calendar. The school will be able to notify you of events, re-
minders and changes also. 
To get the app on your phone: 
1. Download “SchoolApps NZ” via the Apple or Android app 

stores. 
2. Open the app and search for Maungatapere School.  
3. Remember to go to the menu and choose your “Alert Sub-

scriptions”. 
SCHOOL COUNCIL  

COLOUR DAY 

Yesterday the school council 
organised a ‘colour day’ and 
raised $235 for the Pink Rib-
bon Appeal.  It was good to 
see lots of brightly coloured 
students supporting the ap-
peal with students receiving 
prizes for their colourful crea-
tivity.  

 SPORTS EVENTS 

The Y7/8 Quick Rip event was held on Thursday 10 May and 
was a great success.  This is a new game being trialled and in-
cluded more of the rugby skills including no-pressure scrums, 
simple lineouts and kicking.  We had two teams attend with 
parent management. 

Y7/8 Winter sports day is Wednesday 23 May with students 
participating in a variety of sports.  Students need to have re-
turned their permission form and parent help notification by 
now please.  Parent helpers are needed to manage and super-
vise teams but do not need to umpire. 

The Y5/6 Rippa Tournament is on Tuesday 29 May and Y4-6 
Winter sports will be held on Wednesday 6 June with notices 
going home next week. 

IT’S TIME, KUA TAE TE WA 

Many of you will be aware of current campaigns to better fund 
education: including funding for learning support, fair pay for 
support staff, and the need to increase primary teacher and 
principals’ salaries to help recruit and retain quality teachers.  
We need your support to achieve this!  

Along with health there has been no increase to education 
funding for several years, other than what has been required to 
meet roll growth.  Funding to meet increased learning needs 
and increased staffing has been missing. 

Educators have been saying for a long time that to turn around 
the growing teacher shortage we must make teaching a more 
appealing career choice. A big part of that is ensuring we have 
the time and support to teach every child, regardless of their 
learning needs. Teaching also needs to be a financially viable 
career option. Results of a new survey show strong public sup-
port for more Government spending on public education. The 
findings are a strong indicator of public opinion leading into 
this Budget and teacher and principal collective agreement 
negotiations in the coming months. 

Other key findings of the research were: 

 83% believe that teachers need a pay rise and of those, 91% 
of respondents support at least a "moderate" pay increase -
 67% want at least a 10% pay rise for teachers and 29% 
want more than 20% 

 Most (82%) agree that a pay rise will improve teacher num-
bers and address shortages 

 Widespread agreement that there is a shortage of teachers, 
both at Primary and Secondary schools (85%) 

 Very strong agreement (91%) that more support is needed 
for students with additional learning needs. 

21 June at 1pm there will be a paid union meeting in Whanga-

rei that all teachers need to attend to be updated about pro-

gress.  Please put it in your diary as we will be finishing early 

and asking you to collect your children to allow teachers to 

attend their meeting.  This will be important to achieving 

change for our students in the future and the Government will 

take greater notice where we have parent support to make it 

happen.   Information will be sent home closer to the day. 



COMMUNITY NOTICES  
‘Not So Serious’ Trivia Night - Sat 26 May @ Tangiteroria Com-
plex. Doors open 6pm, trivia starts 6.30pm sharp. 6 people to a 
team $15 per person/$90 a team. Spot prizes, raffles, supper pro-
vided, BYO drinks. Queries/bookings to Melanie Berger 021-
772822, 4332528. All funds raised for Tangiteroria School. 
He Kakano Community Nursery - This is a community native 
plant nursery and educational resource for riparian restoration in 
the Whangarei area and they are looking for donations of  large 
pin boards, white boards, stools, benches or chairs, timber which 
they could re-purpose and shelving units for heavy duty storage. 
They are also looking to increase their nursery volunteer base, so 
contact Jordan@whitebairconnection.co.nz if able to help. 
Mangakahia Rugby - Annual rugby fundraising dinner, Friday 
May 25 from 6pm. Dinner, dessert, bar, speakers and auction. 
Guest speakers: The Legendary Dunn Brothers. Tickets $65 from 
Kylie 021-1227063. 
PPCG Fundraiser for Pakotai School - May 26, The Old Parakao 
Store Cafe /Bar, Tickets $20. Top Northland covers band Furious 3 
will be playing from 7.30pm. Free bus from Whg, Maungatapere 
and Titoki. Limited seats book now through venue.  Auctions and 
raffles on the night. Follow The Old Parakao Store Cafe /Bar on FB 
for more info. 

SCHOOL AWARDS 

Congratulations to the following pupils: 

Tyrone Imms R6 - For a fantastic start to the term, working 
hard in all your learning. 
Dillon Worsfold R7 - For being self-motivated and diligent 
in his work. 
Lachlan Livingston R12 - Your presentation and neatness 
is outstanding. 
Sheldon Hill R1- For settling back into class and his school 
work quickly and happily. You are such a capable learner. 
Riley Mento R7 - For a great effort in his spelling test. 
Carter Hansen R3 - For working hard to improve his listen-
ing skills. Great work. 

KEY DATES / COMING EVENTS -  TERM 2 2018 
Tues 22 May - Whanau Meeting 7pm 
Wed 23 - School Dental Bus onsite 
 - Y7/8 WPSSA Winter Sports day pp 30th 
Mon 28  - PTA AGM meeting @ 7pm  
Tues 29 - Y5/6 Rippa Tournament pp 1/6 
Wed 30 May - School Council Cake Stall 
Mon 4 June - Queen’s Birthday Holiday 
Wed 6 - Y4-6 WPSSA Winter Sports day pp 13th 
Tues 12 - Y5/6 Rippa Finals 
Wed 20 - School Council Wig Wednesday 
Thur 28 June - Dance/Disco Y5-8 
Fri 6 July - Portfolios home & End of Term 2 
Tues 17 - Chickens due for collection  
Mon 23 July - Term 3 Starts 

AGRICULTURE DAY CHICKENS 

This year we will be accepting all poultry breeds within the 
Chicken category (hens only, no roosters). Therefore you may 
source them yourself or through the school.  It will be time to 
order chicks, through the schools contact, within the next few 
weeks, so please have a think about whether you are planning 
to rear a chicken for Agriculture Day.  Notices regarding chick-
en orders will be sent home next week. 

WHANAU HUI 

Whanau are invited to attend our regular meeting, to talk about 
progress and achievement relating to Maori students. We will 
be continuing with our development of the kapa haka cos-
tumes, how the changes to our Maori programme are going and 
how we can support our students to achieve. The next meeting 
is on Tuesday 22 May at 7pm in the staffroom. 

REMINDERS  

Netball:  Please ensure fees have been paid as the school is 
having to pay the netball association for all registered players.   

Pool Keys Outstanding: We still have some pool keys that 
have not been returned.  Please check your key rings or where 
ever you have kept it and return it as soon as possible. 

PTA NEWS 

Next PTA Meeting & AGM: The next PTA meeting is on Mon-
day 28 May at the earlier time of 7.00pm in the school staf-
froom. Everybody is most welcome. 

Kindling Fundraiser: Order forms have gone home for this 
fundraiser. Check your eldest child’s bag, see the PTA facebook 
page or contact the office if you haven’t seen it. 

CONGRATULATIONS 
 To former pupil Taylor Marshall for being elected as a WGHS 

Councillor. 
We do like to hear about past and present student successes 

and adventures so please keep us informed. 

Room 10 - Ruapekapeka Trip Recounts 

 
I went to the Kawiti Caves. I went on a bus. I walked up 
a big hill to the Pa.   

By Kiritai Owen 
 

On the trip I saw lots of glow worms and I went 
with my Grandma and Declan. The glow worms 
were shiny. There were stalactites and stalagmites 
in the cave. There were heaps. It was fun.   

By Emily Bell 
 

My favourite part was the glow worms and the head-
banger rock which was very big. At Ruapekapeka Pa I 
loved the arch when we first went into the Pa and the 
big holes. The bus ride was good. I was very tired on 
the way home.  

By Emily Ritchie   




