
Kia ora Parents and Whanau  
The start of the school year has come around very quickly.  We hope everyone had a great summer break enjoying the fine and warm 
weather with family and friends.  Welcome to the 2020 school year and especially to our new families who have joined our school. This 
first newsletter will provide information about our school organisation, and upcoming events. 
The next few weeks will be a settling in time with students and teachers getting to know each other and setting up their learning culture 
and expectations to ensure everyone has a successful year of learning.  With any change there can be some anxiety so please support 
your children through this by listening and encouraging their ability to be resilient, believe in themselves and manage the change that 
comes for everyone at the start of a new year. 
A special welcome to new teachers – Mr Tim Burke Senior Deputy Principal and R7, Y7/8 teacher, Miss Kimberly Ruth R2, Y3/4 and Miss 
Eden Seymour R14 Y5/6.   
Also a warm welcome to our new pupils and their families: Khloe Neho, Elijah Jones, Finnley McGrath, Lucy Firth, Thomas & Rico Hay-
ward, Dylan Johansen, Jayden Gillatt, Sophia Kennedy, Natalia & David Azar, Jackson, Joseph and Natalya Hart. 

SCHOOL COMMUNICATION 

Our newsletters go home fortnightly on a Thursday in hard copy, 
via email and are on our school website:  www.maungatapere.school.nz. 
They are also shared via our school Facebook page  
www.facebook.com/maungatapereschool and School App.   
If you have any questions please contact the school via phone 
434-6743 or email office@maungatapere.school.nz.   
If you have any questions or want information about school events, 
please contact the school directly through either your child's teacher 
or the office.  We do have teachers who are active members in our com-
munity, but we ask you to respect their family time.  Please contact 
me if you have any questions about school organisation or other issues.  
NB: If you have changed your phone, email contact or address 
please make sure you update the school office. 

MAUNGATAPERE SCHOOL APP 
Once downloaded the school app ensures you can do quick and 
easy absentee and transport line updates and get regular notices, 
newsletters and alerts relating to your child and upcoming 
events. Download “SchoolApps NZ” via Apple or Android app store; 
open the app and search for Maungatapere School. From the 
menu, choose your Alert Subscriptions, eg Room 7, Whanau Group 
etc.  Current users please update your Alert Subscriptions for 2020. 
Click on link to download app https://maungatapere.apps.school.nz/install/  

SCHOOL TIMES 
Our school day starts at 8.50am and finishes at 2.50pm.  Pupils 
should not be at school before 8am. If they are being dropped 
off before 8.30am, please be aware that while there is staff pre-
sent, they will not be directly supervised.  It is important that 
pupils are at school before 8.50am so they do not miss roll check 
and the organisational information for their day. 
Teaching Times are:  8.50am - 10.25am   
   10.50am - 12.25pm    
   1.15pm - 2.50pm   

SCHOOL RULES 
These are kept as clear and positive as possible and are further 
developed within the classroom as our Term 1 focus on creating a 
learning culture for the year. 

 Follow directions 

 Be considerate – no teasing, put downs or swearing 

 Keep your hands and feet to yourself 

 Respect others, property and our environment 

 Be in the correct place at the correct time with the correct 
equipment 

Y7/8 TECHNOLOGY 
Y7/8 classes have a full day technology curriculum session at MAS 
once a fortnight.  R8 will attend alternate Monday and R6/R7 alter-
nate Fridays.  Students travel to and from school by bus.  This is a 
normal school day so they need to wear uniform and covered shoes 
for safety; they are not allowed to take cell phones or electronic 
gear.  There will be a charge for the year- this year our school is be-
ing asked to collect the fees and will then pay MAS directly.  A letter 
will be sent home with further details later in the term. 

PARENT TEACHER CONFERENCES 
These are being held on Wednesday 26 February for parents and 
students to meet with teachers.  This is a great time to talk about 
expectations and share knowledge and information between home 
and school.  It is also a time to ask questions and talk about next 
learning goals.  Interview times are for 10 minutes so need to be 
focused.  Booking is done online and information about this will be 
sent home next week. School will close early at 1.50pm on this day. 
If you have questions or concerns at any time through the year con-
tact your child’s teacher.   

SCHOOL ORGANISATION 2020 
Principal Mrs Judy Eagles 
R5 NE/Y1 Mr Daniel Cotton 
R10 Y1/2  Mrs Sherilyn Bennett     
R11 Y1/2 Ms Esme Lescher   
R4 Y1/2  Mrs Charlene Cliff  
R1 Y3/4 Mrs Carolyn Goodison (DP Juniors NE-Y4) & Ms Judy Plain 
R2 Y3/4 Miss Kimberly Ruth 
R3 Y3/4 Ms Tina Hodgson  
R13 Y5/6 Mrs Jodi Sparks 
R9 Y5/6 Mr Dan Tissink 
R14 Y5/6 Miss Eden Seymour 
R6 Y7/8  Mrs Kim Neumann & Mrs Sarah Cullen 
R7 Y7/8  Mr Tim Burke (DP Seniors Y5-8) and Mrs Nicky Taylor 
R8 Y7/8 Ms Jen Caddick 
Reading Recovery:  Mrs Judy Jenkins 
Learning Support Co-ordinator: Mrs Andrena Norrish  
Administration Staff: Mrs Jane Attwood & Mrs Paula Yorke 
Support Staff:  Mrs Lorraine Perry,  Mrs Carol Head, Mrs Cassie 
McDougall, Mrs Marion Radich, Mrs Phillippa Simpson and Mrs 
Leanne Kemp (Library). 
Caretaker/Property: Mr Allan Frost    
After School Care: Mrs Debbie Godfrey, Mrs Carol Head, Mrs 
Frances Nops and Mrs Jody Roughton. 
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Nurturing confident, capable learners who strive to fly high.  
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GENERAL INFORMATION 
Sun safe: All students require a named sun hat every day at 
school during Terms 1 and 4 (not beanies) to wear at playtime 
and lunchtime.  If they do not have a hat they are required to 
stay in the covered area outside R7.  It is best to keep a hat at 
school or in their bag. Suntan lotion is available in the classrooms also. 
Cell phones/I pods etc: These are not required at school (including 
Y7/8 Tech). If needed for afterschool activities pupils must hand 
them into the school office for safe keeping during the day.  It is 
important any communication between home and school goes 
through the school office.  This also limits any inappropriate 
use and bullying.   
Swimming: Swimming and water safety is an important part of 
our school programme.  Please ensure children are partici-
pating unless there are medical reasons; in which case they 
need a signed note from parents. Children will be swimming 3 - 
4 times per week. Children need to bring NAMED togs, towel 
and bathing cap (compulsory).   
Uniforms: Our Y7/8 pupils wear a school uniform: Maungata-
pere School polo shirts, t-shirts and black schooltex shorts.   
While a uniform is not compulsory for Y1-6, students are wel-
come to wear it.  The t-shirt is used by Y4-6 for sports events 
during the year also, so it is good to have one. We have been in 
contact with school tex and a new shipment of polo shirts will 
be delivered to The Warehouse shortly. We do have some sec-
ond hand uniforms available for purchase from the office.  
Food & Rubbish Policy: Students need to bring morning tea 
and lunch each day. This is eaten in their classrooms with the 
teacher, and all rubbish is returned to their lunch box or a bag 
to go home again.  Our school has a ‘what comes in, goes out’ 
policy for food and leftover rubbish. This also allows teachers 
to ensure lunch is being eaten. 
Concerns/Complaints: If you have any concerns or you are not 
happy about something please talk with your child’s teacher (if 
it is classroom related) or the principal. It is important that we sort 
out issues early. Where problems have not been solved by talking 
with the teacher or principal you can write to the Board of Trustees. 
Attendance: Please contact the school office by phone, email 
or through the School App before 9am if children are absent. 
Children marked as absent are followed up by a text or phone 
call home. Sometimes children arriving late miss roll call and 
the office is not always informed. They are asked to go to the 
school office if they are late to school.  
Public Health Nurse: The public health nurse service is availa-
ble for health assessments, or consultations by arranged ap-
pointments. This year our health nurse is Demi Knight her  contact 
details are: Cell: 021 244 5407, email demi.knight@northlanddhb.org.nz or 
phone 0800 223 358 opt 1. 
Transport home: End of day transport is very structured be-
cause of after school care (ASC) and buses.  Students are 
checked to ensure they are going to the correct place. This 
term, transport lines are on the field behind the caretakers 
shed.  Other terms they are on the front court. On wet days the 
lines are in set classes which are clearly labelled.   Y7/8 monitors 
check lists to ensure they have everyone before buses and ASC 
lines are sent off.  Please notify the school office if there are 
any changes to transport for the end of the day arrangements.   
School Payments:  There is no eftpos available, but cash  pay-
ments can be made at the office or school payments can be 
made via online banking to: Mpe School BOT a/c 12-3099-
0836089-00  

Nurturing confident, capable learners who strive to fly high.  

Whanau Hui: This will be held on Tuesday 3 March for our 
Maori parents.  More information will be in the next news-
letter. 
Stationery & Donations: Thank you to the many families that 
have organised this through the Officemax MySchool web-
site.  If you do not have a stationery list the school office can 
give you one or they are still available instore at Officemax or 
on the school website.  We do have stationery available at 
the school office. Classroom Learning Materials (CLM) and 
School Donations can also be paid at the school office if you 
have not done this through OfficeMax or online.  School Do-
nations are $70 for 1st child; $60 2nd child; $50 3rd child; $40 
4th child; 5th+ free.  The Classroom Learning Materials  dona-
tion is $20 per child. These can be paid off each term or 
through the year.  
Pool Keys: Pool key holders are able to continue using the 
pool after school from 3.30pm and during the weekends now 
that school has begun.  The pool will remain available until 
the heating system is used. 
Music Tuition: Alexis Westlake offers keyboard, piano, gui-
tar and ukulele tuition at school. Contact Alexis on 4330298 
for more info. Lessons commence  Monday 10 February.  
BOT Meetings:  Our Board of Trustees meet on the third 
Wednesday of the month at 7pm in the school staff room.  
The next meeting will be held on 19 February. The Board par-
ent representatives are: Mr John Fagan, Mr Hagen Taylor and 
Mrs Kim Brown, Mr Fraser Chapman and Mr Dave Hovell. 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
School Picnic: We would like to invite our school communi-
ty to our annual picnic tea under the trees on the field on 
Tuesday 18 February from 5.30pm – 7.30pm approx.  Bring a 
picnic dinner and drinks or visit the local takeaway shop and 
come and meet other families, our teachers, Board of Trus-
tees and PTA families in an informal get together.  There will 
be a time for introductions to our Board, staff and PTA and a 
process for meeting other families also, as well as sports 
equipment available for the children and adults to get involved.   
Y4-8 Swimming Sports: This will be on Tuesday 3 March for 
Y4-Y8 pupils beginning at 9.00am.  

PTA NEWS 
PTA AGM: Monday 17 Feb at 7pm, all welcome. 
PTA 2020 Maunga Mayhem: On Saturday 21 March, come 
and join us for our Maunga Mayhem Obstacle Adventure 
Race - mark it in your diary NOW. A fantastic fun day for the 
whole family. More details coming home next week along 
with a ‘how I can help’ newsletter. 
PTA Annual Bulb Fundraiser: Bulb catalogues will be coming 
out in the next few weeks so watch this space. Bulb orders 
placed through the PTA earn the school 20% of sales.   

COMMUNITY NOTICES  
The Parenting Place and The Warehouse Group are on a cam-
paign to raise awareness about the importance of literacy. Kiwi 
icon Pio Terei wants to get the ball rolling and will be at The 
Warehouse, Whangarei this weekend, Sat 8 Feb at 11.0 – 1.0 to 
read to families.   
Making a Scene-Speech and Drama Academy is now accepting 
enrollments for next term. We have a variety of fun and educa-
tional classes on offer. TaDaDrama, Speech and Drama and The-
atre in Action. To find out more check out our web-
site  enrolmy.com/making-a-scene   
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