
Kia ora Parents and Whanau 
We hope everyone has settled into their new classrooms and school routines now.  We know some transport/after school care arrange-
ments have changed from last year and we are still adjusting these.  Please let the school know if there are any further changes. 
It was good to see new families at the school picnic on Tuesday evening.  We hope everyone had time to meet new parents along with 
our staff, board of trustees and PTA members. If you have any questions or need clarification regarding class or school arrangements, 
please contact the teachers or school office. 
Welcome to the following new pupils and their families: Micah Boyte, Dane Farrow and Eli Roughton. 
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PARENT CONFERENCES 
Parent conferences are Wednesday 27 February from 2pm. Please 
note school will close at 12.50pm that day and buses will go at 
that time.  After school care will be available from the earlier time 
also.  Information has been sent home and is on the school Face-
book and App. 
We have started interviews 30 minutes earlier this year to allow 
for more spaces for parents to book.  Bookings are done online 
but if you are unable to complete this, contact the school office 
and they will assist.  Conferences will be used to share infor-
mation, clarify focus areas for the first half of the year and also 
any questions you may have. If you are unable to make this day, 
arrange another time that suits with your child’s teacher. It is real-
ly important that both school and whanau have the same expecta-
tions and aspirations, as by working together we can best meet 
each students’ needs. 

SPORTS/SCHOOL EVENTS 
Cricket Coaching:  Our Y0-4 students will have two sessions with 
Northland Cricket coaches – Friday 22 Feb and 1 March to develop 
their small ball skills. 
Swimming Sports: Y4-8 school swimming sports will be held on 
Tuesday 26 February.  All students will be able to enter events and 
fun activities at their level, so can participate in the day.  Finals 
and relays will be in the afternoon.  The WPSSA interschool swim-
ming event will be held 20 March for Y4, 7 and 8 students.  Our 
Y5/6 will be on camp that week so unfortunately will not be able 
to participate this year.  The Junior swimming demonstration 
event will be on Thursday 7 March. 
Ki o Rahi Training:  The Y5/6 will have a session to learn to play 
Ki o Rahi on Monday 25 February.  This is a new tag game that will 
be introduced to students this year. 
Y7/8 EOTC:  4-7 March is EOTC week for our Y7/8 
students.  This week provides some great experi-
ences, challenges, team building and learning to set 
them up for the rest of the year.  It builds confi-
dence and resilience as well as a range of skills.  
Information has gone home to parents and needs 
to be completed and returned to school.  Events do 
require parent support for transport and also su-
pervision/help for some events.  It is a great week for all! 
Y5/6 CAMP: 19-22 March is the Y5/6 camp at Lonsdale Park, 
Matauri Bay.  Again this is a great experience that builds on stu-
dents’ skills and abilities to manage themselves and work with 
others. Information has been sent home, with forms needing to be 
returned to school to ensure the required paperwork is completed 
and health and safety met.   
Please check with your children and get these returned as soon as 
possible. EOTC and Camp fees can be paid online or at the school 
office and can be paid off over time – just talk with the admin staff 
regarding this. 

WHANAU MEETING 
This will be held on Tuesday 5 March at 7pm in the school staff 
room.  This is an opportunity for whanau to share aspirations and 

suggestions with school as well as hear about current programmes 
and protocols. 

NEW PARENT MEETING 
This will be held on Tuesday 12 March at 7pm in the school staff 
room. New families to our school are invited to come along and 
find out a little about our school goals, direction, annual events 
and to ask any questions you may have. New families will receive 
an invitation to the meeting, but any families are welcome to attend. 

IT’S TIME/KUATAETE WA CAMPAIGN 
You will remember that teachers and principals took strike action 
last year to send a message to the government that more needed 
to be done to fix the teacher shortage and make teaching an 
attractive profession.  Our union has returned to negotiations this 
week with the hope the government will offer a significant pay jolt 
and more time and resourcing for learning support.  Any progress 
from these will be reported to teachers the week of 18-22 March.  
This will not mean any disruption for families/whanau but will 
mean changes to the school programme.  There has been strong 
public support for this and we really appreciate your continued 
support as we continue to work for change.  Teachers and reliev-
ers are getting more difficult to find and many schools in our area 
are already struggling with staffing.  Success is important to having 
a quality public education in the future. 

TOMORROW’S SCHOOL REVIEW 
A public meeting is being held on Tuesday 26 Feb from 7-9pm at 
WGHS where you can find out more about the Independent Task-
force’s report, its proposals and provide feedback to help the 
Taskforce complete their final recommendations.  To find out 
more go to: 
https://www.eventbrite.co.nz/e/whangarei-tomorrows-schools-
review-consultation-meetings-tickets-56444130915   

REMINDERS 
Y7/8 Vaccination forms:  Please fill out and return to school so 
they can be given to the Public Health Nurse. 
Netball:  Students interested in playing netball this season have 
taken notices home.  Please check with your children and return 
these to school as soon as possible so teams and coaches can be 
organised.  Once teams have been sorted notices will go home 
regarding netball fees.  Students from 5 years on can be involved, 
with the game adapted for the younger players. This season Y1 
and Y2 teams will be playing on a Thursday afternoon, although 
what time is yet to be finalised. 
Maths Buddy:  Information has been sent home about this online 
maths programme that supports maths learning and for some 
classes is included as homework.  Please return the consent slip 
and once payment has gone through you will receive a password 
to start using it. 
Summer Reading Programme - Please return any outstanding 
books to school. Prizes will be awarded next 
week for the reading programme.  Many thanks 
to Paper Plus Whangarei for their sponsorship 
of this programme. 

https://www.eventbrite.co.nz/e/whangarei-tomorrows-schools-review-consultation-meetings-tickets-56444130915
https://www.eventbrite.co.nz/e/whangarei-tomorrows-schools-review-consultation-meetings-tickets-56444130915


COMMUNITY NOTICES  
Mangakahia Junior Soccer Club - Invites players aged 5 - 12 inter-
ested in playing  in the coming season to their registration day on 
Monday 25 Feb from 3.15 - 5pm on Maungatapere School field. 
Enquiries phone Susan 022 152 4175. 
Weetbix Tryathlon - Waitangi Sunday 7 April. Entry is open to all 
7-15 yo. Maungatapere School has registered as an Official School 
Group which you can join when you enter. You can also still join 
the group even if you have already entered.  To enter or for more 
info go to www.tryathlon.co.nz. Register by 7 March for early bird 
special of $40. It would be great to see lots of school families par-
ticipating in this awesome event. 
Mangakahia Junior Rugby Rally Day - Saturday 16 March 10am-
12pm at the Mangakahia Complex.  Come and register your chil-
dren! Any questions, contact Kylie Livingston on 021 122 7063.   

CONGRATULATIONS 

 To past pupils Adrian Stockdill who was WBHS Dux for 2018 and  

 To Ben West who is a WBHS Deputy Head Boy this year. 

 To past pupils Mia Gordon and Jessie Taylor who are WGHS 
prefects this year. 

 Also to Jessie Taylor for making the Northern Marvel BEKO net-
ball league team for 2019. 

PTA NEWS 

PTA Spring Bulb Fundraiser  -  NEW Northland supplier for PTA 
Spring Bulbs Fundraiser 2019.  BULBS DIRECT are based in Waipu 
and Paparoa and we have had some great feedback about their 
products and customer service.  Catalogues will soon be available 
from the school office and businesses in our community with full 
ordering details and forms. Orders need to be placed by 18 March 
to ensure bulbs arrive before the end of term one.    
Take a look at bulbsdirect.co.nz to whet your appetite and start 
planning before catalogues arrive!  

********************************** 
SCHOOL AWARDS 
Congratulations to the following pupils: 
Isaiah Watson-Meyer R7 - For showing great responsibility. 
Isi McGrath R3 - For being responsible and showing initiative. 
Logan Jones R11 - For working hard to use his best manners con-
sistently in the classroom. 
Malakai Fraser R1 - For being a great leader and group coach. 
Suzy Schimanski R5 - For excellent work habits and being a great 
role model to others. 
Luke Litchfield R7 - For an enthusiastic start to the year. 

********************************** 
Key Dates/Coming Events - Term 1 
 Tues 26  - Y4-8 Swimming Sports  
 Wed 27 - EARLY CLOSING 12.50pm 
  - Parent Interviews  
 Mon 4 - Thur 7 March - Y7/8 EOTC Week 
 Tues 5 - Whanau hui 
 Thur 7 - Junior Swimming  
 Mon 11 - Y7/8 Parent Puberty Meeting 
 Tues 12 - New Parent Meeting 
 Tues 19 - Fri 22 - Y5/6 Lonsdale Park Camp 
 Wed 20 - WPSSA Swimming 
 Sat 30 March - Maunga Mayhem 
 Wed 3 April - School Photos 
 Tues 9 April - Nthld Swimming Comp  

********************************** 
  2019 Term Dates    

Term 1 7 Feb - 12 Apr Term 3     22 July - 27 Sept 
Term 2 29 April - 5 July Term 4     14 Oct - 19 Dec  

Tickets for our Maunga 
Mayhem Obstacle Ad-
venture Race are now 
available - so get in 
quick to secure your 
families tickets! Satur-
day 30 March, a fantas-
tic fun day for everyone.  Obstacles and challenges designed to be 
fun for all ages. Awesome spot prizes to be won. Details and tick-

ets at maungamayhem.co.nz. Come join the fun. 

In order to get the word out to as many people as possible please 
feel free to come in to the school office and grab some Maunga 
Mayhem posters to put up at your workplace, club etc. 

Long, long ago there was a valley full of birds, native trees and 
shrubs. This was called Misty Valley. All the birds and animals that 
lived in Misty Valley were peaceful, agile creatures. They lived in 
harmony and were kind to one another. But one day a darkness 
came to the land. 
All the animals were put under a horrid spell, all apart from the cou-
rageous kereru. The kereru were wearing their cream aprons which 
protected them from any kind of spell. The birds flesh and bone, 
feather or any part of them were worth a fortune. Back in the time 
of 1921 some particular animals were considered magic. Hoha, 
Maui’s evil brother was determined to catch all the kereru with the 
darkness. But...the kereru had a plan to stop him! 
One of the oldest kereru spoke to half of the flock telling them to 
gather food. He told the other half to gather twigs, moss, flax and 
maybe even pluck the occasional horse hair. They set off and were 
back in a second with all the ingredients. Next the old kereru started 
weaving a huge bag to store all the food. The eager kereru start to 
jump and sing, one baby kereru started getting really, really excited 
and showering everyone in a spray of poop! The darkness started 
coming their way so they quickly slipped inside the bag and rose 
into the air.  The kereru knew this was their only choice and way to 
run away from the darkness. So they started to fly away from Misty 
Valley. A tear pricked in the old kereru’s eye, but still he was happy. 
As they flew across the sky they saw the tiny trees dotting the lus-
cious green land. Later that day the kereru finally felt the weight of 
the heavy bag so they silently placed the bag on the moist ground.  
The old kereru couldn’t sleep, every time he lay his head on the soft 
leaves he kept thinking about Misty Valley. He was the wisest of the 
group so he took lead of the valley. It was all up to him. 
All the kereru were awake at the crack of dawn and the sky was a 
peachy colour. They started to fly north in the direction of the huge 
mountains that towered above them.  A few hours later they decid-
ed to have a break and maybe a berry each. So they gently dropped 
the bag on the ground and started to drink out of a crystal clear 
river. All the trees were fresh and bright green. So they decided that 
they would stay!  They tipped all the berries out of the bag so they 
could bring the animals to this beautiful place. So a group of strong 
kereru flew back with the bag. A few minutes later the kereru re-

turned with a group of cheering 
animals running behind them. 
They were so happy to find a 
new home. It was filled with 
berries, water and seeds it was 
the perfect home. They loved 
Misty Valley but they loved 
Maungatapere even more so 
they stayed there forever.   

By Rylee King 




