
Kia ora Parents and Whanau, 
We hope everyone made the most of the fabulous weather over the Easter break and enjoyed great outdoor activities.  
Next week is the final week of the first term with a two week term break and school returning on Monday 30 April. 
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SWIMMING 
We have closed the school pool for this term as our care-
taker Mr Allan Frost is off with an injury for the next two 
weeks.  This means the swimming season is finished and 
students no longer need to bring swimming gear.   
The Northland swimming championship is being held in 
Dargaville on Thursday 12 April and those students eligi-
ble to represent Whangarei have received a letter outlin-
ing the day.   Please return the form if your child is in-
volved.   
Please remember to return keys if you have not done so. 

END OF DAY TRANSPORT LINES 
Our transport lines will be on the front court from now on 
with car lines closest to the carpark.  Procedures are as 
they were on the field with students being checked off by 
monitors.  If you are collecting your children please make 
sure you have checked them off either at the school office 
or with the monitors.  If you have other family members 
picking up your children, please ask them to sign them off 
also.  This is especially important if you are taking chil-
dren out of bus or after school care lines.   

TERM 2 TOPICS 
Our learning topic next term is based on New Zealand his-
tory.  We are planning to take the students to visit Rua-
pekapeka Pa and the Kawiti glow worm caves in the sec-
ond week of the term with Rooms 2,9,7 and 8 going on 
Tuesday 8 May; Rooms 1,4,5 and 6 on Wednesday 9 May; 
and Rooms 3,10,11 and 12 on Thursday 10 May.   
Information will come home on the first day of next term.   
From this trip classes will learn some of the history 
around the Pa and the associated wars, with a focus on 
local and national history during the term. 

Y7/8 CAMP ROTORUA 
Our Y7/8 pupils had a wonderful week visiting education-
al and fun sites in Rotorua and Taupo from 19-23 March.  
They stayed at Keswick camp in Rotoura and visited Rain-
bow Springs, the Agrodome and Te Puia Maori Arts Cen-
tre as well as other attractions like the Huka Prawn Park 
and AC Baths in 
Taupo.  The focus 
of the trip was to 
learn about them-
selves, each other 
and develop their 
key competencies 
such as resilience and life skills in being independent and 
looking after themselves and one another.  
These events do not happen without teachers putting in 
considerable extra time to organise and meet health and 
safety requirements.  It also requires a positive team of 
parents to support and guide where needed.  Thank you 
to the great team of parents that assisted at the camp.  
Well done to all the students for their excellent behaviour 
and positive attitudes: they certainly enjoyed it! 

Y5/6 SURF DAY 
On Wednesday 28 March our Y5/6 students and teachers 
travelled to Sandy Bay and participated in surfing les-
sons.  They had excellent weather, warm water and again 
a great group of parents who supported the students 
both in and out of the water.  The students learnt some 
new skills and there were a few budding surfers for the 
future.  Thank you to those teachers and the many par-
ents who helped make the trip possible.   

PROPERTY UPDATE 
Currently the R6 rebuild is getting near completion and 
Room 6 will be able to start Term 2 in their new class-
room.  The builders are now working on upgrading the 
R4/5 toilets which means that students from these rooms 
are using the toilets by R9 or behind the main block.  The 
toilets and windows are being replaced and the cloak bay 
areas revamped.  They will be ready for the start of next 
term which means disruption is kept to a minimum. 
R10/11 are going to have an outdoor shelter built out to 
enable an exterior area where they can use their play 
based building and water play in all weathers.  There will 
be drop down sides to provide shelter from the wind and 
rain over the winter.  We are hoping this will also be 
completed over the term break and those areas effected 
of our playground will return to normal, with access onto 
the fields easier. 
During the term break we are expecting two new relocat-
able classrooms to be moved onto the school site.  These 
will be placed along the road side of the front netball 
court and will be set in place once the Ministry of Educa-
tion has building consent.   Unfortunately, we are going to 
lose some trees in this process but this should support 
role growth for the future and means we do not have to 
lose any fields.  It will mean that an area around the 
buildings will be fenced off until they are completed, 
which we hope will be early next term. 

REMINDERS  
Saturday Netball:  A reminder that Intermediate netball 
begins this weekend, 7 April.  The intermediate team will 
be practising Wednesday lunchtime and Friday after 
school 3.10-4.15pm.   
Intermediate netball uniforms will be given out tomor-
row and the junior teams early next term.   
Junior netball teams have been organised and coaches 
and managers notified.  Their practice days will be noti-
fied to each team over the next week. 
Notices were sent home yesterday with team details and 
confirmation of this years fees, which are now due for 
payment. 
Staff Carpark:  Please do not use the staff carpark to pick 
up or drop off students at school.  You can park on Bever-
ly Crescent if you wish.  There is no room for extra cars in 
the staff carpark. 



COMMUNITY NOTICES  
Kara/Kokopu Hall Fundraiser - Kids Clothing & Toy Jumble Sale, 
Sunday 6 May from 9am-3pm at Kara/Kokopu Hall, 527 Kara Road. 
Clean out your kid’s wardrobes/drawers and donate all good quality 
used clothing and toys to the jumble sale. Drop off at Mrs Jenkins 
room next to Room 11. Contact Sue Hoyle 021 438 171 for details. 
Mangakahia Junior Soccer - Invite boys and girls aged 5-12 who 
would like to play soccer this year and who have not already regis-
tered to ph Susan 022 152 4175. 
Crop Monitoring Scout part time/casual position  - Maungatapere 
area, 1-2 days per week, Please phone Lea 027-5922624 for info. 

REMINDERS (CONT) 
Birthday Cake Raffle: There are some tickets left in the 
Kitchen Giggles Birthday Cake raffle. These can be bought 
for $2 each from the school office, proceeds go to School. 
Lost Property: There is a very large pile of lost property 
at present, anything left at the end of term will be donat-
ed to charity so please check for any missing items, be-
fore the end of term. 

MAUNGATAPERE SCHOOL PTA 
Congratulations to the team who 
worked so hard to put together 
the Maunga Mayhem on Satur-
day 24 March.  It was a challenging event and the feed-
back has all been positive.  The team on the PTA did an 
amazing job and with the support of many community 
families and groups have really created something that 
will no doubt be repeated next year.  They have worked 
to gain huge sponsorship for the event also making it a 
success financially.  You certainly ‘made it happen!’ 
Next PTA Meeting: The next PTA meeting is on Tues-
day 10 April at 7.30pm in the school staffroom. Every-
body is most welcome. 
PTA AGM: On  Monday 28 May the PTA Annual Gen-
eral Meeting will be held at the earlier time of 7pm in the 
staffroom.  

 

SCHOOL AWARDS 

Congratulations to the following pupils: 

Emily Bell R10 - For having a great attitude towards her 
school work. 
Sophina Adams R7 - For having a great working attitude and 
effort. 
Felicity Tautari R3 - For becoming a great learner and start-
ing to try new things. 
Hannah Adams R8- For supporting others with their learning. 
Reed Powell R3 - For beginning to challenge his learning to be 
the best he can be. 
Heidi Shepherd R5 - For excellent athletic achievements and a 
great work ethic. 

KEY DATES / COMING EVENTS -  TERMS 1 & 2 2018 
Tues 10 April - Nthld Interschool Swimming @ Dargaville 
Fri 13 - End of Term  
Wed 25  - Anzac Service @ Maungatapere Hall 9am 
Mon 30  - Term 2 Starts 

Room 8 Camp Rotorua Recounts 
      Our camp at Rotorua was indescribable! We were running 
through mazes, penguin diving into the pool, milking cows, going 
down the big splash log ride and sweating at the hot geysers and 
mud pools! I loved every moment of camp even washing the dish-
es! The activities were all fun but my favourite part was the 
luge…. 
    “Hurry up!” I screamed inside my head. Hannah, Jazzy and I 
were standing in a long line waiting for our turn on the luge. One 
inch forward, another inch forward and then we were finally 
about to go onto the luge. “How many carts?” asked the woman 
while she stamped our tickets. “Four please,” I said. We had got 
stuck with a boy for some unknown reason. “Alright. Go in.” We 
each picked a cart and hopped in. I was at the front and the boy 
was at the back.                
   As the woman told us to go, I sped in the direction of the me-
dium course. “Nooo!” Hannah yelled. It was her first time on the 
luge but she did not want to be alone on the easy track. I could 
feel my mouth curving into a goofy smile and my cheeks were 
freezing from the wind gliding on my face. “Slow down!” Jazzy 
yelled. I looked back and saw Hannah and Jazzy riding next to 
each other. “Oh, no?” I thought to myself, while the woman was 
instructing us how to stop and go, I was of course off in la la 
land! “Um, I can’t remember how!”  I screamed. “Pull back!” 
Jazzy screamed. I yanked at the handle bar and came to a stop. 
Once we were at the end of the 
track we got onto the chair lift. 
Then we did the track one last 
time. 
   All of camp was amazing but 
unfortunately, I could only 
share one part of my trip with 
you. I am sure no camp will come 
close to my high standards be-
cause after going on this camp I 
am sure it will be the only camp 
I remember!         
        By Anya Miller 
 
The Big Splash 
   It was Thursday and we had gone to Rainbow Springs. We had 
just had a tour around the area and we were going to the Big 
Splash. The Big Splash is basically a giant roller coaster in the 
water, and I was going to go down it! 
  The line wasn’t long. In fact there was 
no one. I was the first one there. I got 
into the boat and it moved into the eleva-
tor. We went up and into the water.  We 
went around smoothly until we got to the 
gold mine. It had grey, glistening plastic 
rocks covering the walls held back by 
thick yellow pieces of wood. We went up a 
ramp and into yet another elevator. Then 
into the blue rushing water and we turned 
a slight corner. I didn’t notice it until it 
was too late! I went straight down, water 
spraying in my face. Before I knew it, it 
was finished and I had to get out. I didn’t 
know how long the line would be but one 
thing was for sure. I was doing that again!
                        By Charlie Morgan 




