
 

 

Kia ora Parents and Whanau  

Thank you again to the many parents who gave their support to the strike action taken last week.  We appreciate that it 
was an inconvenience to many but there was a very strong message given to the Government in the numbers of teachers 
and community members that joined the marches – far greater than they were expecting.  The issues around teacher re-
cruitment and retention have been talked about for some time now and although we are fortunate in our local pool of 
relievers there are days when we cannot find someone to cover.  We now need to keep the message of staffing and re-
sourcing at the forefront of our local members of parliament and we are planning regular messaging to reinforce this.  It 
would be great to have these messages come from our community also as our students will be the most effected. 

Welcome to the following new pupils and their families: Maddison and Charlie Knox and Ella Luke. 

School Cross Country 

The weather forecast was not good for Wednesday after-
noon so we made the decision to postpone to Friday after-
noon when it looked better.  Hopefully the weather will 
oblige us. 

Cross country starts at 1.15pm with races staggered so run-
ners are not waiting around for each race to be completed.  
The junior school run in their year groups i.e. Y0,Y1,Y2,Y3.  
The Y4-8 students run in age groups according to their age 
on January 1st, to meet the criteria for the inter school cross 
country i.e. 8yrs and under, 9yrs, etc.  The Whangarei Pri-
mary Schools interschool cross country is next Wednesday 
29th August and students selected for this event will be 
notified on Monday.  This event is at Barge Park and parents 
are welcome to go along to support – approximate times 
will be included in the notice.  

We generally get a good turnout of supporters for cross 
country but please make sure you park where you are not 
obstructing runners.  Once the carpark is full it will be closed 
off  Please do not try to enter after 1.15pm.  This is to en-
sure the safety of the runners on the footpath.  The grass 
verge in front of the school will be coned off also.  Corsair 
Drive is available for parking, but please be aware that chil-
dren run on the grass verge both sides. 

School Open Day and Hangi 

On Tuesday 11 September our school will be hosting a per-
formance sharing session followed by a hangi lunch.  The 
programme will begin about 11am with the kapa haka 
group performing, classes sharing some of the work from 
their learning and time to look at the work completed in 
classrooms.  The senior students are providing produce and 
the Y5/6 syndicate are hosting the hangi lunch as part of 
their Matariki study and fundraising for camp and EOTC 
events in 2019.   Y5-8 students have received a letter asking 
for support to provide produce and helpers so please check 
with your children if they are in 
this area of the school and return 
the notice as soon as possible. 

Please put the date in your diary 
and we will be hoping for fine 
weather so we can utilise the out-
door space for our presentations. 

School Council News 

The finalists all performed very well in the Talent Quest final  
and there was a good turnout of parent support also.  It was 
great to see the wide range of talent on display from puppet 
shows to performance dance and singing.  Well done to all 
the finalists and to the winners: 

1st   Luke Sweeny  –  drums,  
2nd  Oliver Rolland  – dance,  
3rd   Santahna Simona  –  singing. 

Thank you to the judges Ms Jen Caddick and Mrs Carolyn 
Goodison who had a hard job making the decisions.  

The Council will be holding a Twin Day on Tuesday 4 Sep-
tember where students can come along dressed as twins or 
triplets.  There is a gold coin donation to participate with 
the money going toward the upgrade of the fitness trail. 

Zebong Story Teller 

‘Zebong Teller of Tales’ was in school on Monday sharing 
stories with our seniors and juniors.  He held a separate ses-
sion for each and in the afternoon worked with 20 students 
on storytelling and writing skills.  The students really en-
joyed listening to him and he talked about the skills of story-
telling also.  The ability to tell stories and share these, links 
closely to the ability to write good stories. The students 
were involved as characters and in the development of the 
stories.   

Property Update 

Our new classrooms are getting close to handover and we 
are waiting for the Council to give us access, hopefully in the 
next week.  Final work is being carried out.  However there 
will be further work to do on the grounds during the next 
term break when we hope the water will be connected also. 

When we get the CPU we will be able to get Room 13 set up 
and move Mrs Anne-Maree Adams and her group in.  Stu-
dents moving into R13 will be notified soon. 

You may have noticed our school playgrounds have been 
cleaned and they have come up well – looking almost new! 

Netball Prizegiving 

This will be held on Thursday 30 August at 5.30pm in the 
school hall.  Teams will receive certificates for participation 
and the Y6-8 team trophies. 
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Netball (continued) 

This is the last week of netball for the intermediate grade 
and our Y7/8 team is playing in the Section 3 Final – well 
done after a great game last weekend. 

We would like to thank the many parents that have assisted 
teams with coaching, managing and supporting during the 
season as without this help Saturday netball would not be 
possible.  Please return netball uniforms and senior jackets 
to school after they have been washed. 

2019 Enrolment Scheme 

The Board have approved 12 new entrant out of zone spaces 
available for next year as we do not seem to have a big in-
take.  There are no spaces for out of zone enrolments 
through the rest of the school. 

If you know of new families who will be moving into the area 
or have young children starting, please let us know.  Enrol-
ment scheme applications and process will be advertised and 
put online on 15 September. 

New Family Meeting 

On Monday 3 September we will be having a new family hui 
at 7pm in the staffroom for families that are new to the 
school.  This is an opportunity for new families to our school 
to come along and ask any questions they may have and find 
out about our school vison, planning and goals for the next 3 
years.  Families will be sent a personal invitation the week 
before. 

Nurturing confident, capable learners who strive to fly high.  

Make it Happen! 

School Awards 
Congratulations to the following pupils: 
 Blake Sketchley R6 - For taking your learning into your 

own hands and working hard during maths. 
 Nathan Watts R12 - You are a fantastic role model in the 

class. Making great learning choices. 
 Grady Nops R8 - For his cheerful and sunny smile and for 

helping others 
 Elly Neumann R9 - For having a great attitude to your 

learning. 
 Lachlan Franklin-Gleeson R7 - For stepping up this year as 

a Y7 and learning to work more independently and giving 
his best effort. 

 Riley Nops R1 - For really engaging in school life.  Loves 
spelling, is a great coach, gives wonderful praise. A fantas-
tic class member.  

Key Dates/Coming Events - Term 3 
Fri 24 - School Cross Country *change of date 
Mon 27 - Nthld Science Fair week 
Wed 29 - WPSSA Cross Country 
Thur 30 Aug - Y6/7/8 Science Fair visit 
 - Huanui College Open Evening 
Mon 3 Sept - New Parent Meeting 7pm 
Wed 5  - School Speech Competition Y7/8 
Thur 6  - Y3/4 Rippa Rugby  
Tues 11 - Open Day & Hangi 
Wed 12 Sept  - School Photos 

Kapa Haka News 
Huge thanks goes out to all the parents, grandparents and 
whanau who have put in the hours to complete the tatuas 
for the girls kapa haka costumes. They look fantastic and 
your efforts are greatly appreciated. Please return any you 
still have as soon as they are finished so the final costumes 
can be completed. 

Community Notices 
Maunu School PTA Fundraiser - An evening with Melanie 
Vezey, Learning Relationship Communication. Thur 6 Sept, 
Maunu School Hall. Coffee & cake at 7pm, talk starts 7.30pm. 
Tickets $20 or 2 for $30. Ph/text Robyn 021468323, email 
maunuschoolpta@gmail.com or ph Maunu School 4388060. 
Active Recreation & Sport Survey - Whg District Council, 
Sport NZ & Sport Northland are developing an active recrea-
tion and sport strategy to identify and prioritise the needs 
for active recreation and sport across the district, (this 
means anything you do for your fitness or for fun that gets 
your heart rate up like, waka ama, rugby, dance, bowls, 
skateboarding). Over 76 sports and activities are included in 
the scope of this project!  We are now seeking your input via 
an online survey. Please click on the survey link below or 
copy it to your web browser, https://www.surveymonkey.com/
r/WhangareiActiveRecreationandSportStrategy-CommunitySurvey 

Room 4 Writing 
Shirtless Ernie 

In the desert I, Ernie, am now shirtless.  All pred-
ators are afraid of me.  Why I’m shirtless is that 
I’m hot, like really hot. My car broke down here a 
year ago… I ate a lot of rattle snakes to survive 
here.  Komodo dragons don’t stand a chance 
against me!  A single rub on my chest can kill any 
predator.  Everyone is afraid of me.  Cacti run, 
rattle snakes slither and rescue parties hide.  How 
I see them is they are a bunch of wrestlers with 
glass jaws.  How I see the desert is that it’s super 
bland, bland sand, bland water.  Coconuts are the 
only thing that is not bland.  “Wait…, what is that 
mushroom”, I said.  Then a komodo dragon ate it 
and started twerking.  “I’m calling that the twerk 
mushroom and I’m calling that effect the twerk 
virus,” I said.  I thought it was weird that nature 
would have a mushroom that would have those 
effects and have a twerking alien printed on it!  
On the next day it was still twerking!  But there 
was more than one, then every predator in the de-
sert was twerking!!!  And the only cure for it is 
my chest!  So then I scared the virus and made it 
self destruct.  Then I was shirtless ever after. The 
end!              By Ernie Johnstone 
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